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Dates to know
Spring Semester Classes Begin
Wednesday, January 16, 2013
Orientation/Registration—Mon., January 14
CCA—The Federal Income Tax: 
A Centenary Consideration
January 27-30, 2013
CCA—World War II Films
March 3-7, 2013
Parents Weekend
March 8-10, 2013
Spring Break Begins
March 22, 2013, at 5:00 p.m.
Classes Resume—April 2 at 8:00 a.m.
Spring All-College Convocation
Thursday, April 11, 2013, at 11:00 a.m.
Class of 1963 50-Year Reunion
May 10-11, 2013
Commencement
Saturday, May 11, 2013, at 2:00 p.m.
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4 lofty goals
With a new slogan and a stronger student leadership 
role, Hillsdale’s GOAL program enters its 25th year of 
serving the community and building young leaders.
8 irePort, you deCide
Junior Alex Anderson covers the Republican National 
Convention as a CNN iReporter, gaining valuable 
insight into the role of the media in an election.
6/12 never forget
Hillsdale Magazine remembers two beloved 
professors who passed away this fall and 
honors three staff members who retired after 
serving over 30 years at the College.
homeComing 2012
Alumni and students celebrate 
Hillsdale during a weekend of 
events including the Alumni Awards 
Banquet, an Alumni Reunion Party, 
a football game against rival Grand 
Valley, and the Charger Tent Party .
16
22 serving uP viCtories
In only its second year of competition, the 
women’s tennis team makes a dramatic 
turnaround from 3-11 to 11-6, and coach Nikki 
Walbright is named GLIAC Coach of the Year. 
32 saCred sCulPture
Sarah Hempel Irani, ’00, has created an 
impressive body of work and received several 
awards for her art in only a decade’s time.
36 teaChing in iraQ
Virginia Phillips, ’11, teaches at an english 
school in Iraq, getting a firsthand understanding 
of the next generation of Iraqis and the 
hopes they have for their country.
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alumni notes
If you’re lIke me, you get stopped by strangers a lot these days if you’re 
wearing a Hillsdale College cap, sweatshirt, or other Hillsdale apparel. More and more 
people know and admire our school and want to talk to others whom they believe are 
associated with it. It’s like being a celebrity.
 “Great college!” they will volunteer.  Or “I get Imprimis!”  Or  “I’m taking the online 
Constitution course!”  Or (and I like this one the best) “Did you actually go there?” 
 While our enrollment remains small by design (approximately 1,400 students), 
Hillsdale may just be the biggest little college in the country.  
 Our students now come from virtually every state. Thousands of alumni and friends 
attend dozens of Hillsdale events across the country every year. Hundreds of thousands 
enroll in our free online courses. And the circulation of our monthly digest of liberty, 
Imprimis, now exceeds 2.6 million readers (and we are working to increase that number 
considerably within the next three years).  
 The College is annually ranked as one of America’s best by the country’s most 
respected publications and organizations. We were featured for the first time in this 
year’s edition of Colleges That Change Lives: 40 Schools That Will Change the Way You 
Think About Colleges. Our NCAA Division II athletic teams also regularly rank among 
the nation’s most successful.  
 And did you hear that Hillsdale’s faculty was recently named fourth best in the 
country by the prestigious Princeton Review?
 We loved Hillsdale when we had the good fortune to go to college here. And there 
is even more reason to love it today. Importantly, we are all beneficiaries of our alma 
mater’s ever-growing reach and reputation. A Hillsdale College diploma has never been 
worth more. 
 So wear your Hillsdale colors proudly. Just be prepared to be recognized.   
 
Grigor “Scot” Hasted, ’74
Director of Alumni Relations
Hillsdale Celebrities
The Reach and Recognition 
of a Big little College
Call for 
nominations
alumni achievement 
awards
eaCh year at 
Homecoming, we honor 
a few of our most 
accomplished graduates—
alumni whose careers 
and support of the 
College warrant special 
recognition. Do you know 
an alumnus worthy of such 
consideration? If so, please 
submit your nominee’s name 
and a short description of 
his or her accomplishments 
to ghasted@hillsdale.edu. 
 Award categories include: 
“Distinguished Achievement” 
for life-long professional 
accomplishment; “Promising  
Young Alumni” for 
graduates under the age of 
approximately 35 whose early 
achievements are especially 
noteworthy; “Excellence in 
Education” for outstanding 
educators; “Tower Award” 
for exceptional voluntary 
service to college and 
community; and “Honorary 
Alumni” to recognize 
exemplary service to the 
College by non-graduates. 
Graduate School 
of Statesmanship
•	 Thirteen students 
(six doctoral, seven 
masters) enrolled in fi rst 
class representing 11 
undergraduate institutions
•	 Courses taught by members 
of the Politics Department
•	 Students required to enroll 
in a set of core courses in 
Political Philosophy and 
American Politics
•	 Program based on the idea 
that American politics should 
be understood from the 
perspective of fi rst principles
Graduate School of 
Statesmanship Opens
Welcomes its 
first Class
on auguSt 29, 2012, the Hillsdale College Graduate School of 
Statesmanship held its first classes. Years of planning and fundraising followed 
by months of organizing, recruiting, and procuring accreditation culminated 
in this day. The school welcomed six doctoral and seven masters candidates 
who are already forming a close intellectual community. The year began with 
Graduate Dean and Professor of Politics Ronald J. Pestritto and his family 
ON tHe
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Graduate students and faculty enjoyed an opening dinner at Broadlawn.
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hosting an informal 
barbeque for professors, 
students, and their 
families. President and 
Mrs. Arnn then hosted 
a formal dinner, during 
which Dr. Arnn, as 
well as Pestritto and 
Dr. Thomas G. West, 
addressed the students, 
remarking on the 
significance of their 
undertaking.
 The graduate school 
continues the mission 
of the College: to 
develop in the students a deep understanding of first 
principles and of the historical foundations of limited-
government constitutionalism, and to prepare them to 
serve and defend those principles in the spheres of politics 
and higher education. “This is a unique program; and so it 
attracts a small pool of people. However, it attracts the best 
of the best,” Pestritto says. While many graduate schools 
in political science concentrate heavily on statistics and 
demographic theories, Hillsdale’s approach focuses on the 
philosophical foundations of political societies and employs 
a broad core curriculum. “For this reason, the students who 
apply are passionate about the program’s content,” Pestritto 
says.
 Professors from Hillsdale’s Politics Department teach the 
graduate courses in addition to their undergraduate classes. 
this fall, Dr. Kevin Portteus offered “the U.S. Congress,” 
and Pestritto offered“Administrative Law” and “The 
Federalist.” Dr. John Grant taught a course on Christianity 
and Politics, while Dr. thomas West conducted a course 
on Plato. Doctoral students are required to be proficient 
in both a classical language (Latin or ancient Greek) and 
a modern language. Currently some are taking language 
classes from the Classical 
Studies Department or 
the modern language 
departments to advance 
their proficiency. 
“There is an incredible 
support system 
between departments,” 
Pestritto notes.
 Doctoral student 
erika Annis, ’09, has a 
particularly enthusiastic 
perspective on the 
opening of the graduate 
school. For the past 
two years, she served 
as Pestritto’s assistant and worked mainly on procuring 
the school’s accreditation. Annis is now excited to see 
her hard work pay off. “It is every bit as wonderful as I 
hoped it would be!” she exclaims. She appreciates the 
comprehensive curriculum of core texts and how this 
rigorous requirement steers clear of the dangers of the 
disjointed gaps in highly specialized programs. “We all 
study politics and political theory from the ancient Greeks 
to modern America,” Annis says.
 Josh Distel is also a Ph.D. student who understands that 
this approach to studying politics is rare, especially at the 
graduate level. “Human action cannot simply be boiled down 
to numbers and figures. Yes, there is a place for that, but we 
must not forget the human element to it all,” he says. Distel 
hopes eventually to teach politics at the college level. 
 Matt Bell is pursuing his master’s degree while fulfilling 
a desire to be involved with Hillsdale College. “I attended 
a lecture at the Kirby Center and found out that Hillsdale 
was opening up a graduate school,” he recalls. “At the time, 
I was planning on going to law school, but I immediately 
knew that this is what I wanted to do instead.” Having 
received his undergraduate degree from a state university, 
he notes that he has found a true intellectual community 
at Hillsdale. Modern academia is impaired by narrowly 
examining the here and now, he says. “We need to study 
the course of philosophy—ancient to modern philosophy. 
We need to know what people have said in the past about 
questions of justice and truth. If everyone in Congress 
knew what Plato, Aristotle, and other great philosophers 
taught, that would revolutionize our government today.” 
■ elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
Professor of Politics Will Morrisey teaches a course on 
statesmanship in the graduate school. 
“We need to know what great thinkers have 
said in the past about questions of justice 
and truth. if legislators in Congress knew 
what Plato and Aristotle said, that would 
revolutionize our government today.”
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edmund faIrfIeld, the first president of 
Hillsdale College, dedicated the first building of the College 
to the advancement of “freedom and humanity, philanthropy 
and true patriotism, as [much as] of sound science, pure 
morality, and true religion.” Philanthropy and service still 
thrive in Hillsdale’s student body and are vitally connected 
to the liberal arts education the students receive. entering 
its 25th year, the GOAL (Great Opportunities for Assistance 
and Leadership) Program continues to facilitate volunteer 
work in the community, to train leaders, and to unite the 
campus in the name of service. 
 the GOAL Program was founded in 1988 with the help 
of a $900,000 grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation as 
a scholarship program designed to advance volunteerism 
in the broader community, and to provide an opportunity 
for students to develop and practice their leadership skills. 
Former college chaplain Duane Beauchamp served as the first 
GOAL director. When Beauchamp retired in 2009, two new 
positions—director and program coordinator—were created, 
and the daily operations of the program shifted into the hands 
of students. When the Grewcock Student Union opened in 
2008, the GOAL office moved into the Student Activities suite.
 Rebekah Dell, ’06, associate dean of women and advisor to 
the GOAL Program, explains that “the program is an excellent 
way for the student body to pull together and contribute 
to the greater Hillsdale community. It builds school spirit 
and strengthens the already vibrant student body.” Dell 
focuses on building a program that develops student leaders. 
Underclassmen are interviewed and selected to take over 
programs from graduating seniors. each leader undergoes a 
rigorous series of interviews with the GOAL Program directors, 
the deans, and the director of Financial Aid. With the regular 
turnover, the program must be dedicated as much to developing 
new student leaders as to building the visibility and momentum 
of community programs. 
 “Campus driven. Community focused,” is the new slogan 
for the GOAL Program. there are currently 21 volunteer 
programs within GOAL, including opportunities with the 
Salvation Army and the Boy Scouts. Other areas of service 
enable pre-med students to volunteer at the hospital, talented 
student-musicians to play and teach at local schools, and 
students to visit individuals at the Hillsdale Medical Care 
Facility through Adopt-a-Grandparent. each of these 
programs features a dedicated student leader who takes on 
the task of communicating regularly with the community 
contacts and the volunteers, learning to manage promotional 
and administrative tasks.
 This year, Wesley Steeb, ’13, is the GOAL director, and 
Travis Cook, ’14, is the GOAL program coordinator. Steeb 
acts as a liaison between the administration and the student 
program leaders. Together with Cook, she seeks to administer 
the program as efficiently as possible. They post information 
and tally hours through the College website. Steeb is grateful for 
the opportunity to hone her administrative and leadership skill.
 An attitude of service pervades the whole student body. 
Last year, it manifested itself in a volunteering initiative in 
Galloway dormitory. Resident Assistants Soren Geiger, ’13, 
and Ben Holscher, ’14, challenged the residence halls to a 
volunteering competition. The floor with the most combined 
GOAL Program: 
Students Apply 
their liBeral arts 
eduCation in serviCe
Student volunteers in the “A Few Good Men” program 
help community members with house and yard work.
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volunteer hours won a trip to Six Flags Chicago amusement 
park. Students “pulled together, served, and worked along-
side each other,” Dell says. They logged over 850 volunteer 
hours in one semester.
 Picking up on that momentum, Holscher approached the 
GOAL office about creating a new program called “A Few 
Good Men.” It would serve the needy and under-privileged 
in the community with house and yard improvements. 
“Volunteering was the best thing I did freshman year,” 
Holscher relates, and he hopes his program will be a 
springboard for more service and involvement.
 the GOAL Program leaders strive to reach every aspect of the 
community, and new GOAL programs are thriving. elizabeth 
Matheson, ’13, and a team of more than a dozen volunteers lead 
a weekly program at The Manor, a place that cares for children 
with developmental and emotional disabilities. Volunteer 
Mary Proffit Kimmel, ’14, says: “I think it is important to 
know how to communicate with children with disabilities and 
rough backgrounds because at the end of the day, knowledge is 
useless if you cannot communicate it. Volunteering helps me 
to connect what I am learning with serving others.”
 Service and gratitude go hand in hand. Grateful for the 
education obtained here at Hillsdale, students demonstrate 
a heart for volunteering. “The students are generous and 
caring, and it is not just about building a résumé,” Steeb 
observes. This spirit of selflessness is in keeping with the 
mission of the College: applying what students are learning to 
practical situations in a helpful way. With the GOAL Program 
providing a springboard for volunteerism, many graduates 
carry the heart of service with them throughout their lives. 
■ elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
In September, Hillsdale College held a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a new clubhouse at the 
Hillsdale College Shooting Sports education Center and a 
ribbon-cutting for the Glassen International Skeet Field. Presi-
dent Larry Arnn and Provost David Whalen were joined by 
representatives from the William S. and Ann Atherton Foun-
dation, the Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial Foundation, and 
AcuSport Corporation, all of which have donated generously 
to the shooting sports program and facility at Hillsdale.
 Also in September, the third Ladies for Liberty Seminar and 
Shooting Camp took place at the John Anthony Halter Hillsdale 
College Shooting Sports education Center. Bonita Fraim, one 
of the top women’s handgun instructors in the nation and 
owner of Skill Training, LLC in Bellefontaine, Ohio, instructed 
15 ladies aged 21 and older in self-defense and handgun 
training. Academic lectures supplemented the time at the range: 
Hillsdale professors David Whalen, RJ Pestritto, Gary Wolfram, 
David Raney, Paul Rahe, and Paul Moreno spoke on topics 
ranging from the liberal arts to free market economics to the 
Constitution to current events. This course is offered in two 
phases, and the next seminar will take place in May 2013.
 In June, the Shooting Sports education Center also 
hosted the Liberty and Learning Youth Conference as a 
recruiting effort for the Admissions Office. In attendance 
were 55 students who received instruction in handgun, 
shotgun, and rifle shooting, along with academic lectures 
by Hillsdale professors and presentations about the College 
by the Admissions Office. The students also competed 
in a Constitutional essay Contest on the importance 
and relevance of the Second Amendment, with a $4,000 
scholarship to Hillsdale as the prize. Luke Zaharii of Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, won the contest. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
Shooting Sports 
Education Center Boasts 
new ConstruCtion and 
PoPular Programs
Bill and Bonita Fraim of AcuSport Corporation, Dr. Arnn, 
and Jessica and Phil Faubert of the Atherton Foundation 
break ground for a new clubhouse.
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Diane Eichler
a natIve of 
HIllSdale, 
Director of Applications 
Development Diane 
eichler has been connected 
to Hillsdale College almost 
all of her life. In high 
school, she took swimming and music lessons at the College 
and worked part-time as a waitress at the Dow Center. Her 
mother worked at the College, and her sister is an alumna. 
Going to work at the College full time after high school 
was a natural progression for her. On August 31, 2012, 
eichler retired from a career in technology that has been 
challenging, rewarding, and groundbreaking.
 In August 1966, eichler began working at Hillsdale as a 
“floating” secretary. In this capacity, she moved from office 
to office, serving at the Dow Center, the Copy Center, and the 
education Department. At the same time, she enrolled as a 
Hillsdale student. About a year later, her husband Larry was 
transferred to Buffalo, New York, for his job. But in 1971, the 
eichlers returned to Hillsdale and Diane to the College. She 
first worked at the switchboard, which, she recalls, truly was a 
switchboard in that it required plugging in cables to connect 
callers. Next, she worked as a secretary in the Financial Aid 
Office, continuing to take classes toward her bachelor’s degree. 
She fully intended to become a teacher upon graduating, but 
those plans changed with the advent of computers on campus.
 In 1976, in order to track donor information for the 
Freedom Fund campaign and to manage the quickly growing 
Imprimis mailing list, the College created a Data Processing 
Department consisting of eichler and Larry Falcusan. they 
worked with consultants on designing and creating a database 
and attended classes to learn computer programming and 
coding. Shortly thereafter, the College purchased its first 
Burroughs computer. Its keypunch cards and bulky terminals 
were a far cry from today’s sleek and compact monitors 
and keyboards, yet that technology represented a pivotal 
moment in how the College managed information. “I loved 
the challenge of learning something new and building it from 
the ground up,” eichler says. In fact, she loved the work so 
much that she abandoned her teaching plans to remain in 
data processing. even then, she continued to take classes and 
earned her bachelor’s degree from Hillsdale in 1981 with an 
art major and english and mathematics minors. 
 One by one, departments across campus became 
computerized in the 1980s, and, as the College’s outreach 
increased, new programs were needed to manage the 
College’s rapidly growing mailings. “Our database is mostly a 
homegrown system,” eichler says. Because of that, she could 
create programs and reports tailored for each department or 
mailing. She also served as the primary support person for 
questions and problems related to the database. 
 Over the years, Data Processing became Administrative 
Computing, and in 2000, that department and Academic 
Computing were combined into Information Technology 
Services. Of course, the computer systems with which eichler 
has worked have changed dramatically in the last 36 years. 
“It’s been a challenge at times to keep up with the evolution 
of the hardware and software,” she says. Two years ago, the 
College completed migration of its data from the 1994 AS/400 
system to the Raiser’s edge platform, a mammoth process 
that began years before. With each transition, eichler has 
embraced the challenge with the positive “can-do” attitude 
that her coworkers admire. As one colleague said, “Diane is 
always upbeat, calm, pleasant, and a team player. She is always, 
always able to solve a problem and get the job done.” Indeed, 
service to others has been a guiding principle in eichler’s long 
career at Hillsdale. “I’ve enjoyed providing day-to-day support 
and helping others to do their jobs more efficiently,” she says.
 In September, the eichlers traveled to Winter Haven, 
Florida, where their daughter, Charlene, and three 
grandchildren live. They will divide their time between 
Florida and Michigan and look forward to the additional 
family time as well as traveling, reading, and other hobbies. 
Farewell, Ladies!
Eichler, Leising, and Bates Retire
with over 100 years of 
ComBined serviCe
ON tHe 
h i l l
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Judy Leising
for 33 yearS, 
Inter-Library Loan 
Assistant Judy Leising 
has employed one new 
technology after another to 
obtain hard-to-find books 
and scholarly articles for 
Hillsdale students and faculty. In so doing, she has earned 
the admiration and respect of the College community. On 
September 28, she retired from Hillsdale College.
 Born in Detroit, Leising spent much of her childhood 
in Jonesville. She worked at the Mitchell Public Library in 
Hillsdale and the Jonesville Public Library before applying for 
and receiving the job at Mossey Library. “I just fell into library 
work,” she says when asked if she had always wanted to work 
at a library. She began working at Hillsdale on July 9, 1979, as 
an assistant for cataloging. She remained in that position for 
ten years before transferring to Inter-Library Loan (ILL). 
 Leising’s work in ILL has gone from a mostly regional 
operation to one that is international in scope. “Thirty years 
ago, we had a small number of ILL requests each year, and we 
would request items mainly from other Michigan libraries,” 
she says. “Now, there are hundreds of requests each year. I’ve 
requested items from libraries as far away as Spain, Japan, 
and Australia, and loaned items to libraries in other countries 
as well.” Of course, the advent of technology has made these 
far-reaching transactions possible. In 1979, Mossey Library 
had one “dedicated terminal” for the librarians to use, Leising 
recalls. Over the years, the old card catalog gave way to a fully 
automated system. “I don’t know if I ever would have gotten 
into computers if it weren’t for my work,” she quips.
 Leising has enjoyed the challenge of searching to find materials 
for student and faculty projects. “That has been so rewarding: when 
I can get that hard-to-find book for a patron,” she says. “Some 
professors have even listed me in their book acknowledgments. 
I’ve just been doing my job and am happy to help them.”
 Working in the library has its lighter side, too. A Star Trek 
fan, Leising has had a life-size cardboard cutout of Mr. Spock 
in her office for years that has delighted fellow “Trekkies” and 
occasionally caught others off guard. She was, understandably, 
thrilled to hear Leonard Nimoy speak at a 1989 CCA on 
popular entertainment. She also recalls “Bat Day” celebrations 
following the capture of the occasional bat in the library, staff 
birthday celebrations, and visits with library benefactors Don 
and Jane Mossey as some of her favorite memories.
 Leising’s three children and seven grandchildren all live 
nearby, so her plans include helping out with babysitting. She 
will also assist her 94-year-old mother. 
 “I will miss the people here,” she says. “They are a good 
group of co-workers.” Library Director Dan Knoch echoed a 
mutual sentiment: “With Judy’s departure, the College will 
miss a devoted, highly productive employee. We at the library 
will miss a treasured co-worker and friend.” 
Jo Bates
for nearly 50 
years, the Dow Leadership 
Center has served 
Hillsdale College and the 
community as a hotel and 
conference and banquet 
center. For 25 of those 
years, Director of Operations Jo Bates has worked quietly 
behind the scenes to ensure that guests have an enjoyable, 
comfortable experience. On September 28, she said goodbye 
to the Dow Center and a 36-year career at Hillsdale College.
 Bates started working at the College on April 1, 1976, in the 
Publications Office, which was a two-person operation at that 
time. She worked on the college catalog, Hillsdale Magazine, 
and other projects. Shortly thereafter, the College’s Freedom 
Fund Campaign began, and a third person joined the staff. In 
1978, Bates transitioned to the Admissions Office, working as 
a secretary there for eight years. In addition to her in-office 
duties, she occasionally traveled to represent Hillsdale at 
college fairs in Michigan and northern Indiana and Ohio. 
During her time in Admissions, Bates decided to complete 
the college degree she had started working on at Jackson 
Community College, and she enrolled as a Hillsdale student.
 “I had attended a presentation by Mike Kolivosky (then 
director of the Dow Center),” she recalls. “He really gave me 
the impetus to finish my degree.” For the next 14 years, Bates 
took a combination of day and evening classes and earned her 
bachelor’s degree in 1998 with a major in American studies 
and a minor in psychology. “I was able to fashion my degree 
around my interests,” she says. Bates also had the unique 
experience of being a Hillsdale student at the same time her 
son was enrolled here. 
 In 1987, Bates joined the Dow Center staff as a department 
secretary, and, in 1990, she assumed her current position 
ConTinuED on PAGE 9
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Alex Anderson, 
’14
•	 From Plymouth, 
Minnesota
•	 Member of Dow 
Journalism Program
•	 Interned at Heritage 
Foundation in summer 
2012 
•	 Won fi rst prize in 
a Heritage intern 
contest for his video 
presentation: “Uber 
Taxi: The Free Market vs. 
Crony Capitalism”
•	 Selected as one of 
three iReporters in 
CNN’s “Your Political 
Ticket” contest to 
cover the Republican 
National Convention.
An “iWitness” Account 
Alex Anderson Reports from the
rePuBliCan national Convention
WHIle HIllSdale StudentS were busy moving back to campus 
and starting classes the last week of August, junior Alex Anderson was hundreds of 
miles away in Tampa, Florida. For three days, Anderson’s classroom was the Tampa 
Bay times Forum as he covered the Republican National Convention (RNC) for CNN 
after winning an all-expenses-paid trip.  
 Anderson, a political enthusiast, was determined to get to the 2012 RNC in some 
capacity. This summer, while serving as an intern at the Heritage Foundation’s Center 
for Media and Public Policy, his mentor, Rob Bluey, told him about the CNN iReport 
“Your Political ticket” contest. to enter, contestants were required to submit a 150-
word essay and a 45-second video clip stating why they wanted to attend either the 
Republican or Democratic National Convention. Anderson got to work right away on 
his video clip, taking a neutral approach in his pitch.  
 “I focused on the role of communication in an election,” he says. “Communication is 
vastly different for my generation than in previous generations. You used to wait for the 
news to come to you. Now, with so many social media and cable news outlets, we decide 
how we receive our news.  I wanted to bring the voice of my generation to the convention, 
because my generation will determine the future of the country.”
ON tHe
h i l l
Alex Anderson in the Cnn Grill, the network’s headquarters during 
the Republican national Convention.
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 Out of some 200 entries, Anderson and two others were 
selected to cover the RNC, while three contestants were 
selected to attend the DNC.  Anderson was the only college 
student among the winners. 
 At the convention, Anderson spent much of his time 
at the CNN Grill, a lounge that served as the network’s 
headquarters. He captured the sights and sounds of the RNC 
through interviews and photographs and communicated them 
via Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. He also performed 
on-air reporting and got a firsthand look at the technical side 
of news production. With his fellow iReporters, he filmed a 
promotional video titled “America’s Choice,” which aired on 
CNN in the weeks leading up to the election. 
 As he watched the week’s events unfold, Anderson saw 
firsthand the prominent role that media bias plays in the news, 
and, ultimately, the election. “I realized that the decisions of a 
producer affect the outcome of a story,” he says. “The producers 
would brand a message even before reporting it.” He also noted 
the increasing role of anchor commentary, which often usurped 
the actual convention speeches. “It seems that honest reporting 
has taken a backseat to constant chatter from uniformed, self-
important commentators,” he says. “I believe that trust in anchors 
needs to be earned. I want to provide a source of truth in media.”
 Anderson is well on his way to doing just that. For his summer 
internship at the Heritage Foundation, he conducted research 
on a new, private-sector Washington, D.C., taxi company 
called Uber taxi. He studied the success of the company and 
the opposition Uber taxi was facing from the District’s City 
Council and taxi Commission. His video presentation, “Uber 
Taxi: The Free Market vs. Crony Capitalism,” was chosen by 
Heritage president ed Feulner to win first prize in an intern 
research competition and was broadcast on TownHall.com. 
 No stranger to the camera, Anderson has been honing his 
skills for years. He built his confidence through involvement 
in community theater productions and developed an interest 
in communication through his high school broadcasting 
class. During his senior year, he put on a daily tV show that 
was broadcast to the student body of 4,000 and on a local 
public access channel.  As a new member of Hillsdale’s Dow 
Journalism Program, Anderson hopes to start a similar weekly 
video reporting program through the Collegian newspaper 
website.  He also looks forward to completing an internship in 
the communications field with a news network, newspaper, or 
think tank next summer. 
 Anderson’s experience as an iReporter has fueled his 
ambitions to pursue a career related to politics. “Whether I 
work as a press secretary on Capitol Hill, at a news network, 
or at a think tank, I want to be in a place where I can make an 
impact on how news is conveyed,” he says. “As conservatives, 
we can win the battle of ideas. We just need to learn to 
communicate a message.” ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Alex Anderson takes a break with his fellow 
iReporters, Elizabeth Lauten and Matthew Sky.
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as Director of Operations. In this capacity, she has done a 
little bit of everything to meet the needs of the facility, from 
scheduling staff, assisting with marketing efforts, planning 
events, and helping with renovations to the guest rooms 
and lounges. While she notes that running a hotel can be 
a challenge with “lots of plates in the air,” she has enjoyed 
her many years of helping guests to have the best possible 
experience at the Center. “I’ve really enjoyed the interaction 
with guests,” she says. “Many of our guests are deeply curious 
about Hillsdale College. That in turn has allowed me to tell 
them about the College and what’s available here so they can 
get the most out of their visit.” Bates also has fond memories 
of helping with some large events over the years, such as 
Dr. Arnn’s inauguration in 2000 and the annual Children’s 
Christmas Breakfast that she coordinates with President 
Arnn’s wife, Penny. 
 Bates and her husband look forward to having more time to 
visit their son, grandchild, and great-grandchild in Florida, as 
well as time for volunteer work and hobbies such as gardening 
and canoeing. But she will miss her Dow Center coworkers, 
many of whom have worked there almost as long as she has.
 “There’s a lot of longevity at the Dow Center,” she says. “My 
coworkers have been so kind, and I will miss working with 
them.” ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
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tHe maHogany trim and plush office chairs 
in the Career Services Office are evidence of change in the 
office’s appearance. But the change goes well beyond the 
surface. Last year, the staff doubled in size and increased 
its capacity, both to serve the student body with career 
preparation and to create and strengthen connections for 
Hillsdale students in the employment world.
 In February 2011, the Board of Trustees approved a 
proposal from the administration for increasing resources 
for a larger staff and a more accommodating facility for 
Career Services (formerly known as Career Planning). that 
summer, the existing office space in the lower Knorr Student 
Center was renovated for larger offices, a conference table, 
comfortable workspaces, and a computer counter. Soon 
thereafter, Michael Murray was hired as executive director, 
and Keith Miller, ’03, as assistant director. Murray travels 
across the country to establish business connections, while 
Miller focuses on assisting the students on campus.
 Joanna Wiseley, ’76, has served for over 20 years as Director 
of Career Services and is thrilled to have Murray, Miller, and 
Michelle Rushing, the receptionist and event coordinator, on 
board. “There is so much energy around here, because we can 
do so much more,” she says. She continues her duties, focusing 
on alumni relations as well as corresponding with companies 
in hopes of getting them on campus for tours, presentations, 
and interviews. This semester, three new companies have 
visited campus: Complete Business Services, Great Lakes 
employee Benefit Services, co-owned by Jim Scoggin, ’81, and 
epic, a medical records processing company. epic conducted 
interviews, and two Hillsdale students have progressed to the 
second round of interviews.
 Murray jumped into a position of traveling to meet alumni 
businessmen and women, corporate recruiters, and think 
tanks to inform them of Hillsdale graduates’ recent success 
stories and to explain the benefits of hiring liberally educated 
students from Hillsdale. “I can speak with confidence and 
conviction to potential employers about the abilities of 
Hillsdale students because of the quality of the education that 
takes place here every day,” Murray says. He aims to create 
and strengthen connections with companies, think tanks, 
and organizations to establish channels for internships and 
employment opportunities. 
 In the midst of making connections in the business world, 
Career Services knows that the students are its most valuable 
asset; therefore, the staff aids students in discerning their 
vocations and taking the necessary steps toward their goals. 
Assistant Director Keith Miller created a booklet titled Chart 
Your Course, which contains descriptions of the resources 
provided by Career Services, checklists for each year of college 
on the path to a successful and rewarding career, and much 
more. It issues a challenge to students to take responsibility for 
planning their futures, and offers a plethora of resources to aid 
them in the process. “In being proactive, we can get students 
to understand that pursuing a vocation takes time and much 
planning,” Miller says. He has already seen a difference. “I’ve 
had more freshmen come in here, booklet in hand. They are 
asking the right questions.”
 the Crash Courses, 30-minute presentations on 
aspects of preparing one for the professional world, 
such as interviews, etiquette, and proper use of social 
networking sites, are a new outreach endeavor and have 
ON tHe 
h i l l
ConTinuED on PAGE 15
Making the Right 
Connections
Career Services office Assists
students with  
JoB PreParation
The Career Services staff: Michael Murray, Michelle Rushing, 
Joanna Wiseley, and Keith Miller.
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Paul Hosmer
•	 Assistant Professor of 
Physics
•	 B.A., Hillsdale College, 
1999
•	 M.S., Michigan State 
University, 2001
•	 Ph.D., Michigan State 
University, 2005
•	 Instructor in U.S. Navy 
for five years
•	 Joined Hillsdale faculty in 
2012
aS a rule, you aren’t likely to come across many people who know what the 
National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory is, much less refer to it in casual 
conversation. Dr. Paul Hosmer, the newest faculty addition to Hillsdale’s Physics 
Department, is an exception to this rule. 
 Hosmer graduated from Hillsdale in 1999 with a degree in physics. He received his M.S. in 
physics in 2001 and his Ph.D. in nuclear physics in 2005, both from Michigan State University. 
 eager to do his duty to his country, Hosmer put his education to use immediately 
after receiving his doctorate. He joined the Armed Forces in 2005 as an instructor at 
the Navy’s Nuclear Power School, where he taught for five years. In 2010, with the rank 
of lieutenant, Hosmer received his honorable discharge and moved on to new pursuits. 
 “I’ve always wanted to teach,” Hosmer says. After his service in the Navy, Hosmer 
was looking to teach at a small, liberal arts school—“a place like Hillsdale.” He taught at 
Spring Arbor University in Michigan for a year, and then at Carson-Newman College in 
Tennessee. Hosmer enjoyed a positive experience at both schools, but when his former 
physics professor Dr. James Peters mentioned to him an opening in the Hillsdale physics 
faculty, he jumped at the opportunity to teach at his alma mater.
 Hosmer has fit right back into the campus culture. “My colleagues have been great,” 
he says. “It’s a great deal of fun to work with them.” When asked about his experience 
with current students, Hosmer replies, “I’m pleased with the caliber of the students 
and the interest they express in my subject, even the non-science majors. the students 
are what I expected from Hillsdale. They are why I wanted to come here.”
 Hosmer traces his interest in teaching back to his mother, who was a chemistry teacher, 
and the impact his professors at Hillsdale had on him. In his words, these examples 
encouraged him to realize that the best thing he could do was “to teach the subject I love 
to really great students.” His experience at Hillsdale has continued to prove him right.
 Hosmer’s love for the liberal arts was instilled in him from the start of his time 
as a student at Hillsdale. “I came into college hating physics. I had avoided it all 
throughout high school,” he says. During his Physics 100 class (“the class for non-
science majors”) with Dr. Peters, however, his eyes were opened. “I was fascinated by 
the natural world,” he says. And that fascination has not diminished. 
 Hosmer also stressed the importance of the liberal arts: “You’re doing yourself a 
disservice if you study only one subject.” In addition to his physics major, he enjoyed 
pursuing minors in english and French, even spending a summer studying abroad in 
freshman faCulty
A Liberal Arts Physicist
Paul Hosmer Brings Well-Rounded
BaCkground to the Classroom
ConTinuED on PAGE 20
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Beloved Professor, Dean, and
dow Center direCtor
profeSSor emerItuS of Sociology Dr. Michael 
Kolivosky passed away on October 24, 2012, at the age of 95. 
Over the course of five decades, Kolivosky served Hillsdale 
College students, faculty, and staff as well as countless men and 
women beyond campus through his roles as a professor and 
administrator, and as a pioneer in the creation and develop-
ment of the Dow Leadership Center and its business leadership 
seminars. The success and growth of these programs stand as 
a testament to Dr. Kolivosky’s abundant knowledge, love of 
teaching, and passion for improving human relations.
 A Pennsylvania native, Kolivosky received a bachelor of 
science degree from Lock Haven State Teachers College in 
1940. He taught social studies and english at his high school 
alma mater, then served as a guidance counselor at Stephens 
College before becoming a sociology instructor at Michigan 
State University while simultaneously pursuing graduate studies 
there. He earned a master’s degree in guidance and education in 
1947 and his Ph.D. in higher education and sociology in 1953.
 In 1952, Kolivosky began his long tenure with Hillsdale 
College, first serving as dean of men and director of student 
personnel. Soon after, he began teaching sociology at the 
College, also serving as department chairman, Social Sciences 
Division chairman, and academic dean. 
 With his background in sociology and his keen insight into 
the problems of perception, 
communication, and 
motivation, Kolivosky worked 
closely with President J. Donald 
Phillips and Vice President 
for Leadership Development 
Laurence Taylor in mapping 
a plan for an innovative 
conference center on the 
campus. Although Hillsdale 
had offered management 
training seminars since 
the early 1950s, Phillips, 
Taylor, and Kolivosky envisioned a center that would “blend 
academic learning with real life experiences.” In 1963, 
their efforts were realized with the groundbreaking for 
the Dow Leadership Development Center. “This building 
will be a laboratory in human relations . . . for an entirely 
new kind of learning experience,” Kolivosky stated.
 Over the next 30 years, Kolivosky served as a seminar leader 
for the Dow Center’s conferences on leadership development. 
As dean of Continuing education for the Dow Conference 
Center and later its director, he oversaw its growth from 
a mostly regional conference center with only one or two 
programs to a nationally renowned and respected conference 
facility, training business leaders from every state and several 
foreign countries and offering numerous in-depth leadership 
seminars each year. Kolivosky trained attendees from major 
corporations such as Coca-Cola Company, Johnson & 
Johnson, General Mills, Detroit edison, Kellogg Company, 
Farm Bureau Services, and Dow Chemical Company. 
 In addition to his duties at Hillsdale College, Kolivosky wrote 
extensively on management, most notably the K-T Notes monthly 
newsletter on leadership and team building. He lectured before 
groups in business, industry, agriculture, forestry, volunteer 
organizations and education throughout the country and 
worked as a consultant for many companies as well.
 In a 1980 Collegian article, Kolivosky stated that a teacher 
should help a student learn about himself and “pick up a 
curiosity.” John Drake, ’74, found his curiosity after taking 
a psychology class with Kolivosky. He took as many classes 
as he could from him, ultimately majoring in psychology. 
Kolivosky also helped lead Drake to a job at Consumers 
energy immediately after graduation. Drake remained with 
the company for 32 years, retiring as a senior vice president. 
“I worked in the area of labor relations and management 
development training and would frequently call him for 
Hillsdale Mourns 
Loss of Michael 
Kolivosky and  
John Reist
The Dow Center’s lounge and 
lobby were named in honor 
of Michael Kolivosky in 2003.
12
ConTinuED on PAGE 25
English Professor Remembered
for wit and wisdom
dr. JoHn reISt Jr. passed away on November 1, 
2012, at the age of 76, at Borgess Medical Center in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. For 25 years, Reist taught english literature at 
Hillsdale, in a style all his own, as he encouraged students to push 
the boundaries of their world with his unique wit and wisdom.
 Reist was born on March 6, 1936, in Chester, Pennsylvania. 
He received his bachelor of arts degree in english literature 
from Houghton College in 1958. He studied at Westminster 
theological Seminary before joining the U.S. Army and 
serving in Orleans, France, as a radio operator and personnel 
specialist from 1959 to 1960. His service was later recognized 
in 2001 by the U.S. government, which awarded him the Cold 
War Certificate of Recognition. 
 In 1963, he earned his master of divinity from Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in systemic and historical 
theology: He loved reading theology, but he did not want to be a 
pastor at the time. He finished his education, but not his love of 
learning, at the University of Chicago, earning an M.A. degree 
in 1965, and his Ph.D. in theology and literature in 1976. 
 Reist taught at Judson College and North Central College, 
both in Illinois, from 1968 to 1976. From 1976 to 1979, he 
served as a chaplain at Dickinson College in Pennsylvania, 
before teaching and becoming head of the theology 
department at Central Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Kansas, where he stayed until he moved to Hillsdale in 1985.
 As a professor at Hillsdale, Reist made a significant impact 
on the school and the town. Besides his duties as a professor 
of Christianity and literature, he helped found the Christian 
Studies Department, serving as its director. He was vice 
president of academic affairs from 1987 to 1991, during which 
time he helped to establish Hillsdale Academy.
 Reist was never shy about expressing his opinion or having 
fun with his students. He was known to comment to his classes, 
tongue in cheek, “Why do I know everything, and you don’t?” 
His colorful wit made him a favorite among his students and his 
colleagues. Dr. Stephen Smith, associate professor of english, 
recalls, “The one thing that stands out in my memory is that 
John was incredibly generous with his time and talents and, of 
course, his endless treasury of jests and jokes and quibbles.”
 Reist was passionate not only about his teaching, but 
also about his community. He worked as a pastor at a 
congregational church (one of many churches he served in his 
lifetime) in nearby Somerset, Michigan, for ten years, which 
allowed him to make close, lasting ties with many students and 
Longtime professor of Christianity and literature 
John Reist passed away in november.
advice and counsel, which he freely and generously provided 
for me,” Drake recalls.  “Through the years, I would receive 
a book in the mail that he had written and always, there 
was a note to me inside the cover.  He became my greatest 
cheerleader throughout the rest of his life.  I met with him 
about three weeks before his death, and he was far more 
interested in hearing about my orphanage project in the 
Philippines than anything else. He was a true teacher and had 
a profound impact on my life and who I am today.” 
 In 1987, Kolivosky retired from the faculty and from his position 
as director at the Dow Center, but continued to lead seminars for 
several more years. In 2003, the College named the refurbished 
lower lobby and lounge of the Dow Center in his honor.
 Kolivosky was preceded in death by his wife, Florence, in 
2011. He is survived by four children, eight grandchildren, and 
nine great-grandchildren. ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Michael Kolivosky (third from left) was a key figure in the 
building of an on-campus conference center. in 1963, the 
College broke ground for the Dow Center.
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Constitution Day 
Celebration
•	 Held annually in 
Washington, D.C., on or 
around Constitution Day 
(September 17)
•	 This year’s speakers 
included Larry Arnn, 
Charles Kesler, Norman 
Podhoretz, Paul Moreno, 
Thomas West, David 
Frum, Ronald J. Pestritto, 
and Randy Barnett
•	 Keynote speaker 
Norman Podhoretz 
received the Freedom 
Leadership Award from 
Hillsdale College
Third Annual Constitution 
Day Celebration
Event includes Debates on
PrinCiPles and PraCtiCe
Charles Kesler
HIllSdale College hosted its third annual Constitution Day Celebration 
on September 20 in Washington, D.C. The event included a full day of lectures and panels. 
 During the morning sessions, Hillsdale College faculty and President Larry P. 
Arnn, along with other guest participants, held panel debates on the question, “Should 
Conservatives today Accept the New Deal as a Done Deal?” and on the argument of 
Dr. Arnn’s new book: The Founders’ Key: The Divine and Natural Connection Between 
the Declaration and Constitution and What We Risk by Losing It. Following lunch, 
Charles Kesler, editor of the Claremont Review of Books, gave a presentation on “Barack 
Obama and the Fourth Wave of Liberalism.” During the afternoon, guests departed 
the hotel to tour Hillsdale’s Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for Constitutional Studies and 
Citizenship. The evening’s keynote address on the topic of American exceptionalism 
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was delivered by Norman Podhoretz, author and former editor 
of Commentary magazine. The text of his speech was published 
in the October issue of Imprimis.
 Following his speech, Podhoretz received Hillsdale’s 
highest honor, the Freedom Leadership Award, from Dr. 
Arnn. The award is presented to persons committed to the 
preservation of a free society. Past recipients include Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, Milton Friedman, Margaret thatcher, President 
Ronald Reagan, Thomas Sowell, and William F. Buckley, Jr.
 Videos of the Constitution Day Celebration lectures and 
panels can be viewed at https://kirbycenter.hillsdale.edu/
pages/events/2012-constitution-day-celebration-.
WHiP Reunion
tHe next day, 
about 25 former and current 
Washington-Hillsdale 
Internship Program (WHIP) 
participants and staff gathered 
for an informal get-together 
with President and Mrs. Arnn 
to mark the 40th anniversary 
of WHIP. Attendees shared 
stories about their WHIP 
experiences, toured the Kirby 
Center and Hillsdale House—the recently acquired student 
residence just two blocks from the Kirby Center—and learned 
about Hillsdale’s growing slate of programs offered through its 
satellite campus in Washington.
 In the spring semester, 12 students will participate in 
WHIP. the College wishes to fund 30 WHIP scholarships 
annually at a cost of $4,000 per semester. One scholarship 
can be endowed at a cost of $68,000. For more information 
on establishing a WHIP scholarship or supporting the 
Kirby Center, please contact Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement John Cervini at (517) 607-2670 or jcervini@
hillsdale.edu. ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Current and past 
WHiP participants 
tour the Kirby Center.
Dr. Arnn presents norman Podhoretz with the Freedom 
Leadership Award, Hillsdale’s highest honor.
been well received. “There is a standard of conduct in the 
professional world, and Hillsdale students need to be aware 
of it and work very hard to maintain this standard in their 
own lives, ” says Miller. “We are here to help.”
 An extension of Career Services within the student body 
is the Student Affairs Mentors (SAMs). Leader Anne Taylor, 
’13, and eight other students reach out to underclassmen. 
At the beginning of the semester, the mentors meet every 
freshman and personally invite them to take advantage of 
Career Services. The mentors also help their peers construct 
a basic résumé or cover letter if they do not know where 
to start. They can recommend clubs or various campus 
activities in which they could get involved. “The SAMs are 
very involved on campus, and we can give constructive 
suggestions,” Taylor says. Wiseley sees the SAMs as the vital 
connection between the campus and the office: “We need to 
get students into the office to take advantage of our services.”
 Finally, Charger Connect, an online database launched this 
past spring, offers students 
a new way to organize and 
plan for their careers. Current 
students can upload a résumé, 
search job listings, and sign up 
to be a part of a mentorship 
program, where they can be 
matched with an alumnus 
in the same professional 
field.  More than anyone 
else, alumni recognize the 
incredible potential a Hillsdale 
student has to advance their 
business or institution.
 With new staff members, 
new programs, and a newly revamped office, Career 
Services is well equipped to assist students every step of the 
way in applying their liberal arts education to a rewarding 
vocation. ■ elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
CaReeR seRviCes ConTinuED FRoM PAGE 10
Warren Knape, ’95, discusses 
his work as an analytical 
lab supervisor at the Career 
Services Spotlight on Careers 
in Math and Science. 
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ALUMNI AWARDS BANQUET
Pam Lowe, ’80, 
and family 
at tree planting
Jonathon 
Dues, ’03
A CHILL IN THE AIR HERALDED THE 
START OF THE 2012 HOMECOMING 
WEEKEND, AS ALUMNI AND 
STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF 
GATHERED IN LATE OCTOBER TO 
CELEBRATE THE BONDS THAT UNITE 
HILLSDALEANS YOUNG AND OLD. 
HIllSdale College honored six of its own at the 61st Annual Alumni Awards Banquet on Friday evening. 
Ned timmons, ’70, AtO, and Pamela Lowe, ’80, CO, received Distinguished Alumni Awards. timmons is president of L.S.S. 
Consulting, a security and investigative services company that he founded in 1991 after a long career in law enforcement. He served 
in the Army after graduation with tours of duty in Vietnam and Korea. After earning a master’s degree and working as a police 
officer for a few years, he served for nine years on an FBI SWAT team in national and international work with motorcycle gang 
and drug-related investigations that included the largest drug bust in U.S. history at the time. He also worked as a key undercover 
operative in the downfall and arrest of General Manuel Noriega, former dictator of Panama. Pam Lowe is founder and principal 
of trek Global executive Coaching. She works with senior executives, mid-level managers, and young professionals to develop 
action plans that drive greater success in their careers while maintaining a healthy balance in their lives. She is also the founder 
of Trek Leadership Café, an executive coaching program for young professionals. Lowe previously served as vice president at 
Cintas Corporation, vice president of corporate communications at Fruit of the Loom, and executive director of the Mid-America 
Committee. Following her Hillsdale graduation, she served in the White House transition Press Office and the White House 
Dorothy Leonard 
Ley, ’64
Pam Lowe, ’80, with 
Chi Omega alumni 
and students
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Aaron 
Veldheer, ’01
Dr. Arnn, 
Ed Swanson, ’60 
and John Lauria, ’95
Dr.  Arnn and
Brenda Cole accepting 
for her husmand, Ken
Mary, Ned ’70, and Nick Timmons 
at tree planting
Public Affairs Office during the Reagan 
Administration, and was with Hill and 
Knowlton, Inc. in Washington, D.C.
 Two teammates from the 2001 GLIAC 
Championship men’s basketball team 
received GOLD (Graduate of the Last 
Decade) Awards—Aaron Veldheer, ’01, 
and Jonathon Dues, ’03. Veldheer is 
the chief revenue officer at Intersport. 
In this capacity, he is charged with 
maximizing revenue by creating and 
implementing Intersport’s long-term 
 sales and marketing strategy. Previously 
at Intersport, Veldheer created and 
implemented a growth strategy for the 
company’s digital startup, managed 
relationships with broadcast and cable 
sports networks, and led event marketing, 
sponsorship, and media sales for 
multiple U.S. and international projects. 
Veldheer has also worked as a corporate 
attorney in Chicago and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Jonathon Dues is senior vice 
president of business development at 
Mesirow Financial in Chicago. In this 
role, he leads all stages of the Mesirow 
Investment Strategies division’s sales 
and client management initiatives with 
retirement plan providers and financial 
advisory firms. Prior to Mesirow, 
Dues worked at Ibbotson Associates 
in Chicago. In addition, Dues runs his 
own basketball training business and 
non-profit organization in Chicago: First 
Class Hoops, LLC and The Hoops Class 
Foundation. Dues and his staff at First 
Class Hoops are all former professional 
and/or college basketball players who 
focus on developing and enhancing 
young athletes’ basketball fundamentals. 
The Hoops Class Foundation, established 
recently to provide opportunities for 
underprivileged athletes to flourish in 
life, raises money to run camps and 
clinics to teach less fortunate children life 
skills and character development through 
various aspects of the game of basketball.
 edward Swanson, ’60, DtD, received 
the Tower Award for his service to 
Hillsdale. After graduating with a degree 
in economics, he worked at the College 
for 13 years in various administrative 
positions, including being an Admissions 
counselor. Swanson then pursued a 
career as an independent insurance agent 
with the O’Meara-Sumnar Agency in 
Hillsdale. He retired in 2004 after 31 
years with the company. He also served 
in the Army Reserve, achieving the rank 
of chief warrant officer. Swanson has 
served on the Alumni Board since 2002, 
including a term as president from 2010-
2012. Additionally, he serves on the Delta 
Sigma Phi Alumni Board. He continues 
to play violin in the Hillsdale College 
Symphony Orchestra and has been active 
in the local community. 
 Ken Cole was named an honorary 
alumnus of Hillsdale College in 
recognition of his loyalty and support of 
the school. He began working at Hillsdale 
in April 1982 as controller, and six years 
later was promoted to vice president for 
finance and treasurer, serving as treasurer 
until June 30, 2010. For several years 
during the 1980s, he also served as an 
accounting instructor at the College. In 
January 2002, President Arnn promoted 
him to chief administrative officer, a 
position he held until June 30, 2012. He 
currently works part-time for the College 
as senior advisor to President Arnn 
and secretary/treasurer of the Hillsdale 
College Independence Foundation. 
Charlie the Charger
at Mock Rock
Future 
Chargers
Tailgating
Go Chargers!
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FRIDAY ACTIVITIES
CHoICeS abounded for Friday evening entertainment 
after the awards banquet. Those looking for adventure dared to go 
on a haunted hayride at Hayden Park, the College’s cross-country 
course. Hayden Park also served as the site of the traditional bonfire 
and fireworks show. New to Homecoming events this year was a 
reunion party at the Dawn Theater in downtown Hillsdale featuring 
the Who Dat? Blues Band. Brian Anderson, ’79, Herman McCall, 
’78, and Ronnie Parker, ’76, who played football together as Hillsdale 
students, formed Who Dat? in 1999 and, with the group’s two other 
members, play at venues across southern lower Michigan.
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SATURDAY ACTIVITIES
brIllIant Sun on Saturday morning provided a welcome 
contrast to the gloomy clouds of Friday, and the campus bustled with 
activity in advance of the much-anticipated afternoon football game. Once 
again, alumni had a variety of options to pursue based on their interests, 
from the Charger 5K run at Hayden Park to the Alumni Choir Reunion, 
and from tours of the Shooting Sports education Center to an unrehearsed 
alumni theater production of Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors. 
 Hillsdale’s 2009 Homecoming victory over Grand Valley State University 
stands as one of the most memorable games in recent Charger history. 
The two teams squared off again this year, with Hillsdale fans hoping for a 
repeat of that 2009 victory. the Chargers got off to a strong start with a 6-0 
lead, but it was short-lived as the Lakers powered ahead, defeating Hillsdale 
42-23. As this was Hillsdale’s last home game of the season, the senior 
players were recognized prior to the game. At halftime, independents Anne 
taylor and Richard Norris were crowned Homecoming Queen and King.
 The popular student “Mock Rock” competition served as a prelude to 
the Charger tent Party in the evening. eleven teams competed, with Delta 
Tau Delta taking first place. Alumni and students then danced to the music 
of Steve King and the Dittilies, a Detroit-area band that has performed for 
numerous alumni events, while reconnecting with friends and making 
more Homecoming memories.
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France. In the lab at MSU, working with science majors, he 
was grateful for a “well-rounded background” in such subjects 
as politics, economics, history, and literature. “The other 
students would tell me that they wished they had received the 
same type of education I did,” he recalls.
 Once hired, Hosmer moved back to southern Michigan, 
where he was born and raised. He and his wife, Katie Stafford 
Hosmer, ’10, were married this past August. Katie received 
her degree in education, and she currently teaches at Will 
Carleton Academy in Hillsdale.
 Hosmer enjoys studying local history as a hobby, having 
previously volunteered at the Walker Tavern (a state historic 
site in Brooklyn, Michigan) and the Victorian-era Mann 
House in Concord, Michigan. He looks forward to the 
opportunity to explore more of the heritage and legacy 
surrounding the Hillsdale area. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
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SopHomore kellIe Fairbanks loves tae kwon do. 
She started training at the age of nine. And she’s good at it. earlier 
this year, she went to the World University Games in South 
Korea and qualified for the senior national tae kwon do team. 
 Fairbanks grew up in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, but now 
lives with her family in Hanover, a 20-minute commute from 
campus. She started attending Hillsdale as a part-time student 
last year. Homeschooled through all 12 grades, she was not 
allowed to try out for sports at public schools by Michigan 
state law, so she turned to tae kwon do instead. 
 As an athlete, Fairbanks demonstrates admirable dedication 
to her sport. Sporting tae kwon do differs from traditional 
tae kwon do in that it emphasizes the sparring aspect of 
the discipline, which involves rigorous physical and mental 
training. Fairbanks trains near Detroit four times a week, a 
three-hour round trip. And her commitment has paid off.
 In April, Fairbanks travelled to Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston to compete in the collegiate tae kwon do 
national team trials as a Hillsdale athlete. She beat all comers 
in the female middleweight division tournament, winning the 
opportunity to represent Hillsdale College and the United States 
at the World University Games. 
 Later in April, Fairbanks 
won the female heavyweight 
division competition at 
national team trials held at the 
Olympic training center in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
This victory qualified her to 
compete for team USA at the 
2012 Pan Am Championships.
 the World University 
Games were held in May 
in Pocheon, South Korea. 
Fairbanks made it to the final day of the competition, when 
she tore her ACL (anterior crucrate ligament). “If it had 
to happen,” Fairbanks reasons, “that’s the way to do it.” 
Although the injury kept her from taking part in the Pan Am 
Championships, Fairbanks looks forward to competing in the 
national team finals in January 2013.
 When asked about her Hillsdale experience, her reply is 
prompt and succinct: “I love Hillsdale—I love the people; 
I love my classes.” While she has not yet declared a major, 
Fairbanks knows Hillsdale is where she wants to be.
 Fairbanks is grateful for the enthusiasm of the Dean of Women’s 
Office, which supplied her with her own Hillsdale athletic wear 
for her competitions. She recalls that when she missed the first few 
days of the semester due to travel, Dean Diane Philipp personally 
helped her through the myriad odd tasks of registering. 
“everyone has been incredibly supportive,” Fairbanks says.
 As a National Collegiate team Member and a Senior 
National team Member for the USA, Fairbanks has excelled at 
her sport. “I’ve been really blessed by God and my family and 
my amazing team members,” she says. “My goal is the 2016 
Olympics. We’ll see if I get there!” In the tradition of Hillsdale 
College athletes and their adherence to the school motto, 
“strength rejoices in the challenge,” Fairbanks is no exception. 
■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
Kicking Her Way  
to the Top
Kellie Fairbanks Competes in
world university games
Kellie Fairbanks represented 
Hillsdale on the tae kwon do team 
at the World university Games.
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Senior halfback Cam White, who was named 
First Team All-GLiAC, runs for a touchdown 
in a game against ohio Dominican university.
finished the season 7-3 in the 
conference, even with Grand 
Valley State, Saginaw Valley 
State, and Michigan Tech.
 Senior running back Joe 
Glendening turned in a 
closing performance for the 
ages. Already Hillsdale’s all-
time leader in carries, rushing 
yards and touchdowns, 
Glendening ran the ball 39 
times for a season-high 211 
yards and two touchdowns. 
His final career numbers 
stack up like this: 975 carries, 
4,772 rushing yards and 62 
total touchdowns—all school 
records. A regional finalist 
for the 2012 Harlon Hill 
Trophy, Glendening led the 
GLIAC in rushing for the 
third year in a row in 2012 
(1,517 yards).
 Glendening, junior Brett 
Pasche, and seniors Cam 
White and D.J. Loy were 
each named First-team 
All-GLIAC by a vote of 
conference coaches. Junior 
Nick Galvan was named 
Second-team All-GLIAC, 
while seniors Ben Karaba 
and Anthony Mifsud, 
juniors Steven embry 
and Devin Moynihan, 
and sophomores Matt 
eltringham and Daniel 
Pittman earned honorable 
mention All-GLIAC honors.
Fall Sports Recap
Football Shares GLiAC 
north Division Title  
volleyBall advanCes 
to sweet 16
Football
no regretS. That was the mantra with which the 
Hillsdale College football team entered the 2012 season and season 
finale, and the Chargers put together an effort of which to be proud.
 Playing staunch defense from start to finish, the Chargers 
defeated Northwood University 14-3 on November 10 to finish 
7-4 on the season. the win gave Hillsdale one part of a four-way 
share for the 2012 GLIAC North Division title. the Chargers ConTinuED on PAGE 23
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 Hillsdale finished its second 
season of competition by 
defeating Ashland University 
5-3 in the final day of the 
2012 GLIAC Tournament 
in Midland, Michigan. The 
win gave the Chargers fifth 
place in the final conference 
standings for the season.
 Head coach Nikki 
Walbright, who wasn’t 
even hired until the 
summer of 2011, capped 
this remarkable ascension 
by being named the 2012 
GLIAC Coach of the Year. 
Walbright led Hillsdale to 
an overall record of 11-6 
this season, after the team 
went 3-11 in its first season 
of competition in 2011.
 Three of Hillsdale’s 
players also received 
conference-wide 
recognition. For the second 
year in a row, senior Brittany 
Parks was named First-
team All-GLIAC. Parks’ 
singles match against 
Ashland went unfinished, 
since the Chargers had 
already clinched the team 
victory over the eagles. But 
she teamed up with Morgan 
Delp on a well-played 8-6 
win at No. 1 doubles, a key 
result for the team’s win 
in the fifth-place match. 
Morgan Delp repeated her 
Second-team All-GLIAC 
honor from a year ago, and 
finished the season with a 
singles and doubles record of 
26-8, going 13-4 on each side 
of the ledger.
 Sydney Delp joined the 
All-GLIAC party with 
an honorable mention 
All-GLIAC award in her 
freshman season. She went 
11-6 in her singles matches, 
and 12-5 at No. 2 doubles 
along with Lindsay Peirce. 
Sydney Delp was a 6-4, 
6-0 winner at No. 3 singles 
vs. Ashland, and teamed 
up with Peirce for an 8-0 
shutout at No. 2 doubles in 
the tournament match. ■ 
Brad Monastiere
a mere 18 months ago, there was no such thing as a wom-
en’s tennis program at Hillsdale College. On October 28, that pro-
gram assumed its place among the top performers of the GLIAC.
 Women’s Tennis 
team earns Fifth 
Place in GLIAC
nikki Walbright named 
gliaC CoaCh of the year
Morgan Delp, ’15, was named 
Second-Team All-GLiAC.
Brittany Parks, ’13, was 
named First-Team All-GLiAC.
CHARGeR 
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In late September, the Athletic 
Department launched its new website: hillsdalechargers.
com. In addition to sporting a fresh look and enhanced 
graphic capability, the new site offers three times as many 
links as the previous site as well as many new features, 
according to Sports Information Director Brad Monastiere. 
For example, on the home page and on each sport’s 
respective home page, one can find a list of upcoming 
games, results for the last several games or meets, and 
Hillsdale’s standing within the GLIAC. In particular, 
Monastiere points to two new features: embedded video 
and archive pages for each sport. Sophomore Genna 
Hilgenbrink has interviewed athletes and then produced 
several videos for a section of the site called Video 
Central. e ach sport will eventually have its own archive 
section, complete with each season’s statistics and awards. 
Monastiere emphasizes that this, in addition to Video 
Central, is a work in progress that will require the efforts 
of a dedicated group of student workers. “It’s important 
to represent the history of Hillsdale College athletics as 
completely as possible, and our student interns will be 
invaluable in building these archives,” he says.
 Charger fans, check it out at hillsdalechargers.com. 
■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
new Charger 
weBsite unveiled
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Volleyball
tHe 2012 volleyball 
team fully expected that 
this season would be one 
of rebuilding. The 2011 
team, which won the 
NCAA Division II Midwest 
Regional title and made it 
to the Final Four, lost seven 
of its players to graduation 
last May, leaving a young 
team composed primarily of 
freshmen and sophomores 
which only one senior. In 
spite of the struggles of a 
regular season that began 
with six straight losses and 
concluded with a 15-15 
record, the team advanced 
to post-season play and hit 
their stride when it mattered 
the most.
 Hillsdale lost two 
consecutive games to Grand 
Valley State, ending a five-
match winning streak 
against the Lakers that 
dated to the 2008 regular 
season and eliminating the 
Chargers from advancing in 
the conference tournament 
for the first time in four 
years. The Chargers found 
redemption two weeks later, 
however. Chosen as the 
sixth seed in the Midwest 
Regional tournament, 
the Chargers faced none 
other than Grand Valley 
once again for the opening 
round, held on the 
campus of the University 
of Indianapolis. After 
dropping the first set to 
Grand Valley, the Chargers 
rebounded to win decisive 
victories in the next three 
sets. every moment of 
struggle and frustration the 
team experienced during 
this 2012 season was blasted 
away with a high-powered 
kill by Charger senior 
Lauren Grover at the most 
important moment of this 
season. Advancing to the 
semifinal, Hillsdale faced 
Ashland University. 
 Hillsdale was on the brink 
of elimination as Ashland 
won the first two sets, but the 
Chargers rallied to overcome 
a 0-2 deficit to win the match 
and advance to their second 
straight, and second ever, 
NCAA regional final. 
 The Chargers faced the 
University of Indianapolis 
in a rematch of the 2011 
regional final. But the 
Greyhounds, who had the 
home court advantage this 
time, defeated Hillsdale to 
advance to the elite eight.
 Freshman emily Wolfert 
concluded a brilliant NCAA 
Tournament weekend with 
a team-high 11 kills for 
the Chargers. She set new 
career-highs in kills in both 
the regional quarterfinals 
and semifinals, and 
finished the tournament 
with 51 kills, by far the 
highest three-match total 
of this season. Wolfert was 
named to the Midwest 
Region All-tournament 
Team, along with senior 
Lauren Grover and junior 
Caitlin Kopmeyer. 
 Grover added nine kills 
and three block assists, and 
concludes a remarkable 
career that saw her win 
three GLIAC tournament 
championships. During her 
career, she led Hillsdale to 
eight NCAA tournament 
wins. She was named an 
honorable mention All-
American in December, 
adding yet another accolade 
to an impressive list. She 
exits the program ranked 
number four in school 
history in total blocks with 
462, and her 834 career kills 
ranks her tenth in school 
history. She was part of 
three GLIAC Tournament 
championship teams and 
four NCAA tournament-
qualifying teams. The 
Chargers went 8-4 in her 12 
career postseason matches, 
making her, by far, the 
most successful and prolific 
postseason player in the 
history of the program.
 Kopmeyer had seven 
kills and eight digs, and her 
experience in these high-
stakes matches was evident 
throughout the regional 
weekend. Her back-row 
play and passing are just as 
important to this team as 
her offense, and she had her 
most award-laden season 
in 2012, adding First-team 
All-GLIAC honors to her all-
tournament team selection.  
■ Brad Monastiere and 
Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Sophomore libero Bailey 
Lindner was a frequent 
leader in digs during the 
2012 season.
Freshman Jenalle Beaman sends the ball over 
the net in a game against Grand Valley.
Lauren Grover was named 
honorable mention 
All-American for her final 
season at Hillsdale .
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 Digital broadcasts began in 
2002, but were played only 
on the local Hillsdale cable 
channel on a delayed basis. 
Five years passed before 
Hillsdale offered webcasts of 
games. Sports Information 
Director Brad Monastiere 
recalls meeting with a group 
of alumni in January 2007 
who wondered why Hillsdale 
did not offer webcasts. “I 
realized then that there was 
an expectation for Division 
II webcasts,” he says.  Five 
months later, Hillsdale 
signed a contract with the 
B2 Network (now called 
America One Network) to 
offer webcasts. For $7, one 
can watch a single game 
live through the network. 
America One also offers 
several season pass options 
for the four sports. After 
paying the upfront costs, 
the Athletic Department’s 
general fund receives 50 
percent of revenue generated 
from the webcast sales.
 Dan Bisher, a Hillsdale 
County native and retired 
College employee, and Jim 
Measel, news director at 
WLKI-FM out of nearby 
Angola, Indiana, have 
covered digital broadcasting 
of home football games since 
2002. Both the broadcasters 
and the technical crew put 
considerable preparation 
into each game. “It’s a year-
round job to prepare for 
each season,” says Bisher, 
who also does the play-
by-play for away Charger 
football games on Hillsdale’s 
WCSR-FM along with Andy 
Broadcasting to 
Charger Nation
Bringing Game Day
to your home
anyone WHo follows Charger athletics knows that 
the last several years have produced some incredible games. 
While nothing compares to the excitement of sitting in Muddy 
Waters Stadium or Jesse Philips Arena to watch the action, the 
development of Charger webcasts in recent years has helped to 
bring the excitement of game day to out-of-state Charger fans 
and to those who prefer to watch from the comfort of their 
homes. The process of digitally broadcasting football, volleyball, 
and men’s and women’s basketball games involves a dedicated 
team of students, staff, and community residents committed 
to promoting Hillsdale’s athletic program. And with several 
technical and facility improvements in progress, higher quality 
broadcasts are  poised to reach an even larger audience.
CHARGeR 
s P o r t s
Dan Bisher and Jim Measel broadcast a Charger football 
game for America one network.
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Brown, ’97. “I familiarize 
myself with the other 
Division II football teams 
as well as the Chargers.” 
Doing his “homework” is 
a labor of love for Bisher: 
He has followed Charger 
football enthusiastically since 
attending his first Hillsdale 
College game as a child in 
1952, and he has established 
relationships with many of 
the players and their families. 
College staff members Pat 
Krueger and Tim Wells cover 
men’s and women’s basketball 
webcasts, and Dave Sharpley 
covers volleyball games.
 Ted Matko, director of 
media services and a 30-year 
employee of the College, and 
his staff of 15 student workers 
set up the cameras for each 
home football game. This is 
no small task, considering that 
the heavy equipment cases 
must be transported from 
his studio in the basement 
of the Knorr Student Center 
to the Sports Complex and 
back again each time. A wall-
mounted camera records the 
action at volleyball games, 
and Matko or his students 
run the cameras at basketball 
games. Within the last year, 
graphics have been added on 
the view that web subscribers 
see, such as players’ headshots, 
names, and numbers, as well 
as a “ticker” at the bottom of 
the screen.
 Next year promises to 
bring big changes to the 
digital broadcasts. Late last 
year, the College constructed 
a tV and radio studio in 
the lower Knorr Student 
Center, in order to provide 
the facility for broadcasting 
to all major news networks 
and to do webcasting, 
including for Hillsdale’s 
online courses. The 
renovated space also houses 
Matko’s office and serves as 
a repository for thousands 
of films, videotapes, and 
DVDs of College seminars 
and sporting events. This 
fall, a project to run fibers 
from the sports complex to 
the studio is expected to be 
completed. With this setup, 
the College will have the 
capability to live stream its 
home games online, free of 
charge, possibly beginning 
with the 2013 football 
season.  Furthermore, the 
renovation of Philips Arena 
in the spring will include 
the rewiring of the building 
for optimal sound quality, 
according to Monastiere. 
 To access a list of upcoming 
Charger broadcasts, go to 
hillsdalechargers.com and 
click on the “Live Video 
by America One” tab at 
the bottom of the page. ■ 
Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
alumni. He was on the board of directors for the Alpha Omega 
Women’s Care Center in Hillsdale, serving women in need. 
He was the executive director of the Michigan Association 
of Scholars and a consultant for the Michigan educational 
Assessment Program of the Board of education, putting 
his talents to use for the betterment of the local educational 
system. He worked as a charter member of the National 
Federation of Interscholastic Athletic Officials, and served as 
secretary on the board for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
in Michigan, expanding his interests beyond academia.
 Students and faculty alike appreciated Reist’s unique energy 
and wisdom. Mark Maier, ’98, a former student of Reist, 
remembers, “My encounters with Dr. Reist in and outside of 
the classroom profoundly changed the academic and spiritual 
course of my life. I’ve sought his advice on virtually every 
significant decision that I’ve made since I was 19 years old. 
I will miss him tremendously.” Dr. Justin Jackson, associate 
professor of english and a former colleague of Reist, asserts, 
“I am a better teacher and scholar because of my time with 
him—our early morning talks in the Dow Center lobby, his 
various theological and literary musings in my office, and, 
most importantly, the warmth with which he welcomed me 
into his office and home to give me guidance as I began my 
professional life in academia.”
 throughout his life, Reist’s priorities were clear. Upon his 
retirement in 2010, Reist told Hillsdale’s newspaper, the Collegian, 
“I’m thankful to God just for being who He is and I’m thankful 
for my wife and family, because without them I wouldn’t be who 
I am.” Of his work, Reist said, “I couldn’t believe that I could read 
books and talk to people about them, and somebody would pay 
me for it!” He has left behind a legacy of the necessity of a love 
for learning, good humor, and sound principles, which will 
not soon be forgotten by students, faculty, and alumni. 
 Reist is survived by his wife, Marilyn, his two daughters, 
Beth and Jennifer, and his grandchildren, Zachary, Claire, 
and Alexander. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
Colleagues gather to celebrate John Reist’s 
70th birthday in 2006.
Reist ConTinuED FRoM PAGE 13
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News
1930s
marguerite “grete” boomhower 
Johnston, ’34, kkg, celebrated her 100th 
birthday on September 12, 2012, with family 
and friends at her home at Independence 
Village in Frankenmuth, Michigan. As her 
son Dave notes, in 1912, William Howard 
taft was president, Arizona and New Mexico 
became states, the Titanic sank, the second 
Indianapolis 500 race was run, and 3,000 
cherry trees were gifted to Washington, D.C., 
by the Japanese. The Oreo cookie was also 
invented in 1912.
  Grete graduated from high school at the 
age of 16. She then attended Ward Belmont, 
a prestigious ladies’ seminary on the grounds 
of the Antebellum estate in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Among her classmates was Sarah 
Colley, who became known to the world as 
Minnie Pearl, famous for her hat with the 
price tag, satire of southern culture, and catch 
phrase of “Howdy!” Grete described Pearl as 
an attractive, sophisticated young woman. 
Grete rode the train to Ward Belmont with 
Francis Dodge of the Dodge auto family. After 
graduating from Ward Belmont, she went on 
to attend Hillsdale College, where she joined 
the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority and met 
her future husband, t.W. “bill” Johnston, ’33. 
 Bill and Grete were married on September 
25, 1937. they honeymooned in northern 
Michigan and had their honeymoon dinner 
at Zehnders of Frankenmuth in the Original 
Room. Bill worked for General Foods and 
they lived in Saginaw. They then transferred 
to Traverse City, where their first son, 
Robert, was born on March 14, 1939. Bill’s 
next venture as supervisor of sales led the 
family to Grand Rapids. On April 14, 1942, 
their second son, David, was born. Next, the 
family moved to Detroit where Bill worked 
as district sales manager for Standard 
Brands. Bill took a new position working at 
Progressive Grocery that returned the family 
to Grete’s hometown of Bad Axe. Their third 
son, thomas, was born on March 28, 1947.
 In 1949, Bill and Grete purchased the 
Frankenmuth IGA, which was located in 
what is now Satow’s Drugstore. The family 
became members of St. Lorenz Church. Grete 
was a member of the Women’s extension 
Club, a precursor to the current Frankenmuth 
Women’s Club, of which she was a charter 
member. She was an avid golfer and member 
of the Germania Country Club, enjoying this 
favorite pastime well into her 80s. She was 
also a member of several bridge clubs.
 In 1987, Bill and Grete celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. The couple 
returned to celebrate at Zehnders of 
Frankenmuth in the Original Room were 
they had dined on their honeymoon.
 On September 25, 1998, Grete lost her 
beloved Bill. In 2000, she moved into 
Independence Village of Frankenmuth, where 
she currently resides. Grete continues her 
love for travel, taking several cruises and even 
traveling with some of her family to Alaska. 
She is often accompanied by Bill’s former 
caregiver and her assistant and close friend, 
Marge Bloom. When able, Grete still enjoys 
short trips, dinners with family, and new 
adventures. She also enjoys time with her 10 
grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren. 
She credits her longevity to staying active in 
mind and body. Grete is grateful for her faith 
and the many cards she continues to receive 
from friends and family.
dorothy nims 
toll, ’36, will 
celebrate her 
100th birthday on 
February 28, 2013. 
She grew up in the 
small town of Bellevue, Ohio. She married 
Charles toll on March 8, 1941, and together 
they had four children: Patricia, Mary Jo, 
Michael, and Anne Marie. Dorothy resides at 
the Sacred Heart Home in Oregon, Ohio.
1940s
e. Harold munn, Jr., ’47, enjoyed 24 
hours of sunshine and high adventure on 
an expedition in Antarctica in December 
2011, on the longest “summer” day there. 
He repeated the experience in June 2012, 
this time trekking north of the Svalbard in 
the High Arctic, on the longest “summer” 
day there. Harold’s address is 8865 McCain 
Road, Parma, MI 49269-9701. e-mail: 
ehmunn@juno.com
1950s
don riehl, ’54, has 
recently published a book 
titled The Legends of 
Starvation Lake. Don and 
his family have lived on 
Starvation Lake in northern 
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Michigan for almost 50 years. After hearing 
many stories around beach campfires about 
how the lake got its strange name, Don chose 
four legends and fictionalized them in his 
book. A former teacher and coach, Don 
worked in the South Redford School District 
for 44 years. He is a member of the Michigan 
High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame. 
Copies may be purchased by contacting Don. 
e-mail: dadriehl@aol.com
1960s
James “lark” larkin, ’61, was recently 
honored at Waterford Kettering High 
School’s 50th anniversary celebration. The 
high school football stadium was named 
after him, in remembrance of his role as the 
school’s first football coach. Larkin coached 
at Kettering from 1961 to 1971. He returned 
to Hillsdale to coach from 1972 to 1973. In 
1974 he went to work at Saginaw Valley and 
returned to Kettering in 1986. He served on 
the Waterford School Board of education 
for nine years. Jim and his wife, Susan, are 
retired and now live in Austin, Texas.
John “Jack” newton, ’66, is trading in his 
skis for golf clubs and moving from Colorado 
to Florida after 37 years. His new address is 
844 Fenwick Loop, the Villages, FL 32163. 
e-mail: Newt41@aol.com
larry barnett, ’68, 
ato, has relocated his 
law office to Clarkston, 
Michigan. His new 
address is 5980 S. 
Main Street, Suite 
101, Clarkston, MI 48346. e-mail: 
barnettandtraverlaw@comcast.net
Janice k. fuller 
Weinhold, ’68, became 
the president of the 
Wisconsin State Reading 
Association on June 1, 
2012. This organization 
has approximately 3,000 
members dedicated to leadership in student 
success and professional development in 
the area of literacy. Its annual convention, 
the fourth largest in the state, “Literacy 
Lifts Lives: Heart, Mind, Voice,” will be 
held February 7-9, 2013. Her address is 8605 
W. Petersik Street, Milwaukee, WI 53224. 
e-mail: jweinhold@wi.rr.com
Walter a. “alex” 
Scott, ’69, ato, became 
the mayor of Fox Chapel 
Borough, a Pittsburgh 
suburb, in March, after 
serving for 15 years on 
Borough Council. Alex is active in the 
commercial real estate business in the tri-
state area. Christine nelson Scott, 
’71, Co, and Alex have been married 42 
years and reside at 125 Catalpa Ridge 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238, with three 
grandchildren nearby.
1970s
alan r. Hurst, ’73, is now the CFO for 
Hermell Products, Inc. His address is 1 Spice 
Hill Drive, east Hampton, Ct 06424. e-mail: 
alanhinct@aol.com
linda rayburn Walters, ’73, is entering 
her 29th year of teaching high school, 
directing theatre, and living in South Florida, 
where she was named Teacher of the Year 
and nominated for Performing Arts teacher 
of the Year in Broward County. Linda is 
a widow and has one son, Shawn. e-mail: 
stagechic@aol.com
tom klix, ’75, is proud to announce that he 
will be a grandfather three times this year, 
as his three daughters are each expecting. 
tom resides in Leonard, Michigan. e-mail: 
tsklix@gmail.com
benne C. Hutson, ’79, 
has been appointed by 
the Speaker of the North 
Carolina House to a 
two-year term on the 
State’s environmental 
Management Commission, which is 
responsible for establishing regulations 
for the protection, preservation, and 
enhancement of the state’s air and water 
resources. He has been practicing in all 
areas of environmental law for the last 
30 years and is currently a partner at the 
Charlotte office of McGuireWoods. He 
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, with 
his wife, Martha. They have four children: 
Michael (in his third year of law school at 
Vanderbilt and engaged to be married in 
December), Kathleen (a Boston College 
graduate currently working at a facility 
that helps neglected, abused, and at-risk 
children), Patrick (a senior at the University 
of Virginia), and Colleen (a freshman 
engineering student at North Carolina 
State). e-mail: Bhutson@mcguirewoods.com
1980s
kevin kowalski, ’80, has re-established 
his commercial real estate business, 
KGK Commercial Group, LLC, in 
Tampa. His address is 1620 Magdalene 
Manor Drive, tampa, FL 33613. e-mail: 
kkowalski@kgkcommercial.com
michael Hamaker, ’82, recently accepted 
a position as president within WellSpan 
Health System in central Pennsylvania. 
WellSpan is a 700-bed health center 
serving York and Adams County north 
of the Baltimore area. His address is 186 
Dew Drop Road, York, PA 17402. e-mail: 
michael.hamaker@yahoo.com
daniel C. lucas, ’83, has moved 
to 17990 North Shore Drive, Lot 
38, Spring Lake, MI 49456. e-mail: 
daniellucas.lucas57@gmail.com
al maxwell, ’85, 
ato, graduated from the 
Harvard Business School 
Advanced Management 
Program 182 course in 
May 2012. In addition to 
Harvard AMP, Al has also completed studies 
at IMD in Switzerland, Fuqua School of 
Business at Duke University, and Darden 
University at the University of Virginia. 
As a district manager for Ferguson, Al 
manages $610 million in business, and his 
territory encompasses Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Iowa, 
and Nebraska. Al and his wife, lisa noll 
maxwell, ’86, recently celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary and are the proud 
parents of John (Purdue University, ’15) and 
Peter (Butler University, ’16). they reside at 
3802 Pete Dye Boulevard, Carmel, IN 46033. 
e-mail: al.maxwell@ferguson.com
Cleves 
delp, 
’86, 
writes 
that out 
of 80 
employ-
ees at his company, TDC Companies, ten are 
Hillsdale College alumni, students, or parents 
of students. “This is no accident; our firm 
has set out to attract the best and the bright-
est,” he says. “It is not surprising we find 
the best prepared students and alumni with 
the greatest work ethic and sense of values 
coming from the finest liberal arts college in 
the country.” Standing left to right: Cleves 
delp, ’86 (father of morgan delp, ’15, and 
Sydney delp, ’16); aaron Waldie, ’09; 
tyler Horning, ’06; koletin lee, ’14 
(intern); aaron tracey, ’14 (intern); Will 
Wegert, ’12; Sydney delp, ’16 (intern); Pat 
Boyle (father of Sean boyle, ’07, and kevin 
boyle, ’10). Seated are Kathy Lee (mother of 
koletin lee, ’14) and Adele Sobieszczanski 
(mother of tad Sobieszczanski, ’16).
ruth balasky fleming, ’89, has 
recently been promoted to Global Services 
Ultrasound Marketing Leader for Ge 
Healthcare. Ruth and her husband, Steve, 
are living the Midwest dream with their two 
hilarious kids, Calvin, age 10, and Lucy, age 
7, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Their address is 3234 
Hardisty Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45208. 
e-mail: ruth.flmng@gmail.com
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1990s
paul f. Cwik, ’92, has been promoted to 
full professor of economics and finance at 
Mount Olive College in North Carolina. 
He and his wife and three children reside at 
159 Roan Drive, Garner, NC 27529. e-mail: 
PCwik@moc.edu
andy losik, ’94, was named an Apple 
Distinguished educator in recognition of the 
work he has done to establish the Infotech 
program at his elementary school, and 
for sharing ways to integrate technology 
into instruction with teachers around the 
world. this was a goal he set in 1997 as a 
young teacher. In addition to teaching in 
the Hamilton Community School District 
near Holland, Michigan, he is currently 
working with Hillsdale alumnus and former 
Academy Headmaster Todd Avis’s American 
education Group to enhance the resources 
and curriculum used in their Fusion 
Academies. e-mail: losik54@yahoo.com
mark Corombos, ’95, 
was elected partner at 
Plante Moran, which is 
among the nation’s largest 
certified public accounting 
and business advisory 
firms, providing clients with tax, audit, 
risk management, financial, technology, 
business consulting, and wealth management 
services. Mark works in the firm’s Auburn 
Hills, Michigan, office where he specializes 
in providing overall wealth management 
services to high-net-worth individuals and 
families. He helps his clients with investment 
strategy development and monitoring, while 
incorporating income tax planning, estate 
planning, charitable giving, and wealth 
transfer strategies. Mark and his wife, Molly, 
live with their three-year-old daughter, 
Catherine, in Rochester Hills. They’re 
expecting their second child in February 
2013. Mark’s address is 3157 Silverbrook 
Drive, Rochester Hills, MI 48306. e-mail: 
corombos@comcast.net
maggie roche 
murphy, ’95, wrote 
a children’s book that 
her daughter, Mary 
Kate, illustrated. Sara 
Dippity is the story 
of a young girl who 
finds peace and healing through encounters 
with a cardinal in her backyard. More 
information can be found at Maggie’s blog: 
maggiemurphy.wordpress.com
david and Jodie autry Stanton, ’98, 
SC; ’98, kkg, are doing well, 14 years 
after graduating from Hillsdale. Jodie is 
a stay-at-home mom to Christine, age 7; 
Joanna, age 4; and Margaret, age 2, and is 
homeschooling both Christine and Joanna. 
David received his doctorate in educational 
administration from Liberty University in 
April 2012 after defending his dissertation in 
Virginia. He continues to serve as a middle 
school assistant principal and as an officer in 
the U.S. Navy Reserve. In August 2011, the 
Stantons moved to their new home at 348 
Dakota Lane, White Lake, MI 48386. e-mail: 
davidstanton@wlcsd.org
2000s
Wynter Shierman 
kaiser, ’02, kkg, has 
written a book, The Secret 
Inside Me, a memoir about 
her life during her years 
at Hillsdale College. It is 
available through limited 
distribution at lulu.
com/content/paperback-book/the-secret-
inside-me/12399552.
 Wynter and her husband, Jonathan, 
along with their three children, reside 
in Forest Grove, Oregon. e-mail: 
jonwynkaiser@gmail.com
keturah kiehl, ’04, is returning to 
graduate school to pursue a Ph.D. in Greek 
and Latin and a career in higher education 
after six years of secondary teaching. She 
started classes this fall at Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C., with full 
support. e-mail: keturah1122@yahoo.com
margaret “peggy” youngs, ’06, has a 
new position as director of Hillsdale Hostel 
and Freedom Forum programs at Hillsdale 
College. Why not consider returning to the 
classroom to attend a Hillsdale Hostel next 
summer? e-mail: myoungs@hillsdale.edu
margaret a. Czuchaj, 
’07, recently joined 
Plunkett Cooney, one 
of the Midwest’s oldest 
and largest law firms, as 
a member of the firm’s 
Litigation Practice Group. A member of 
the firm’s Bloomfield Hills office, Margaret 
focuses her litigation practice in the areas 
of premises liability, retail liability, motor 
vehicle no-fault disputes, and claims 
involving motor vehicle negligence. 
Admitted to practice in Michigan’s state 
and federal courts, she is a member of the 
Macomb County Bar Association and the 
State Bar of Michigan. Prior to joining the 
firm, she worked as a clerk for the Hon. 
david f. viviano, ’94, of the Macomb 
County Circuit Court. Margaret received her 
law degree from University of Notre Dame 
Law School in 2010 where she served as the 
articles editor for the school’s Journal of Law, 
Ethics & Public Policy. 
Cara (Caroline) 
elmer, ’07, graduated 
from medical school and 
received her M.D. from 
the University of toledo 
College of Medicine in 
Toledo, Ohio, on June 1, 2012. She has just 
started her residency in OB/GYN at Riverside 
Methodist Hospital in Columbus, Ohio. 
Jonathan Holmes, ’07, 
successfully completed 
graduate medical training 
and attended formal 
graduation ceremonies in 
St. Maarten N.A. in May 
2012. His graduate work was completed at 
the University of Michigan, the University 
of Maine, and American University of the 
Caribbean Medical School in St. Maarten 
N.A. Jonathan has accepted a three-year 
pediatric residency position with the 
University of South Alabama Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital in Mobile, Alabama, 
after completing a number of developmental 
assignments that took him to London, 
england; Detroit, Michigan; Salinas, 
California; and Miami, Florida.
katie torvinen, ’07, began the 
Masters in Architecture program at the 
University of Notre Dame this fall. She 
would love to reconnect with old friends 
still in the Midwest, especially those 
around Chicago and Hillsdale. e-mail: 
katietorvinen@gmail.com
Editor’s Note: The spring/summer 2012 
issue of Hillsdale Magazine incorrectly 
stated that meredith tong, ’07, began 
working at Time Out Therapeutics, LLC 
in March of 2011, when in fact Meredith 
started the company in March 2011. 
time Out therapeutics, LLC is a single-
proprietor limited liability corporation 
focused on sports massage and therapeutic 
massage. She works with athletes and 
active individuals toward their goals of 
improving fitness and performance. e-mail: 
timeouttherapeutics@gmail.com 
erin annis, ’09, received 
her master’s degree in 
history from Binghamton 
University in May 2012. 
erin has also been 
accepted to the history 
doctoral program at Binghamton University. 
Her address is 127 Murray Street, Apartment 
7, Binghamton, NY 13905. e-mail: 
eannis1@binghamton.edu
andrew J. throckmorton, ’09, a 
Villanova University School of Law 
student, has been named chair of the Law 
Student Division for the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association (PBA) Young Lawyer Division. 
The Law Student Division organizes 
28
law student members to advance the 
association’s objectives, provides educational 
and professional programs at law schools, 
participates in community service programs, 
provides a forum for Pennsylvania’s law 
school students to discuss and resolve 
problems facing law students, and advises 
the PBA on issues of importance to law 
students. Andrew has served as a member of 
the PBA House of Delegates since the fall of 
2011. In addition, he is the Villanova Student 
Bar Association’s representative to the PBA, 
and he is vice president of the Villanova Law 
Trial Advocacy Club. Andrew anticipates 
completing his juris doctor degree next May. 
matthew ketron, ’10, passed the 
CPA exam on May 31, 2012, and took a 
new job with PricewaterhouseCoopers 
in Milwaukee. In addition, he passed the 
CFe (Certified Fraud examiner) exam 
recently. This credential better qualifies 
him to work in forensics and provide expert 
witness testimony in litigation stemming 
from accounting-related instances of 
fraud. His address is 2545 N. Maryland 
Avenue #107, Milwaukee, WI 53201. e-mail: 
Ketron.Matthew@gmail.com
amanda ruetz, ’10, has been living and 
working in the D.C. metro area for over a 
year. She works for the Mercatus Center 
and the Institute for Humane Studies. She 
is a finance associate and a shared employee 
between both organizations. Her address is 
5123 N. 14th Street, Arlington, VA 22205. 
e-mail: amanda.ruetz@gmail.com
emily benz, ’12, became engaged to Tim 
Holewczynski from South Bend, Indiana 
(Holy Cross College, ’09), on April 27, 2012, 
and they will be married in La Grange, 
Illinois, on December 22, 2012. e-mail: 
emilybenz13@gmail.com
Weddings
1980s
Scott 
fischer, 
’85, married 
Kimberly 
Dugan on 
August 
11, 2012, at the Presbyterian Church of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. Hillsdale alums 
in attendance included best man Craig 
keller, ’85, groomsman Charlie 
andres, ’87, and lisa richardson 
andres, ’88. After a honeymoon on Cape 
Breton and Prince edward Island, Canada, 
the couple now resides in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. Scott works on Capitol Hill 
for Congressman John J. Duncan, Jr. of 
Tennessee, and Kim is an art teacher 
for the Colonial Beach, Virginia, school 
system. Their address is 427 Greenbrier 
Court, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. e-mail: 
VaNavigator@msn.com
1990s
becky Smith, 
’96, pbp, married 
Brian McCabe on 
September 1, 2012, on 
Poipu Beach in Kauai. 
Upon their return, 
a reception was held at the Inn of St. John’s 
in Plymouth, Michigan. the bride’s brother 
and sister-in-law, Hillsdale alumni mark 
and maggie murphy Smith, ’84, ’84, as 
well as the bride’s niece and current Hillsdale 
student, megan Smith, ’14, attended the 
reception. Additional Hillsdale alumni in 
attendance were Jennifer Channell 
Jackson, ’96, pbp; Josh and megan 
Healy beebe, ’95, ato; ’96, pbp; mary 
Quinto birtwhistle, ’95, pbp, and 
marybeth ruehlen blair, ’98, kkg. 
the couple resides in Novi, Michigan.
2000s
lisa adams ’05, 
kkg, married Brett 
Henson in Sarasota, 
Florida, on March 10, 
2012. Brett is a 2010 
graduate of Stetson 
Law School. Hillsdale alumni in attendance 
included maid of honor laura piini, ’05, 
kkg; matron of honor kelly Hegarty 
tourison, ’05, kkg; mary rinaldi, 
’05, kkg; Susannah luthi, ’05, kkg; 
amanda Heisman, ’04, kkg; Jessica 
miller, ’05; and Steve tourison, ’06. The 
wedding was officiated by the groom’s father. 
The couple honeymooned in Maui, and they 
now reside in Bradenton, Florida. e-mail: 
lisahenson23@gmail.com
Judy rainier, ’06, 
married Robert Duke 
on May 21, 2011, at 
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church 
in Wilmington, 
Delaware. The wedding party included 
Hillsdale alumni Jan mensonides 
Himebaugh, ’06, pbp; eva pierce 
daniel, ’06, pbp; erica nielson ford, 
’05; and mary bailey blaicher, ’06, 
pbp. Many other Hillsdale alumni were 
in attendance including sisters of Pi Beta 
Phi sorority and colleagues from the 
Intercollegiate Studies Institute, where the 
couple met. They currently reside in South 
Bend, Indiana, but will be living in Rome 
this fall. Rob is completing his M.A. in 
architecture at Notre Dame, and Judy is the 
major gifts officer for the Acton Institute. 
e-mail: judymduke@gmail.com
keaton 
Christiansen, 
’09, and rebekah 
keller, ’09, were 
married on July 
9, 2011, at Luther 
Memorial Chapel in Shorewood, Wisconsin. 
Hillsdale alumni in the wedding party 
were Joy pavelski pullmann, ’09; 
kathryn Jump, ’09; Shannon Webb, 
’09; vita reivydas, ’09; nathaniel 
pullmann, ’09; nathanael rea, ’09; 
allen Zarcone, ’09, and Jody lent, ’09. 
Hillsdale alumna katherine Correll, 
’10, played the flute for the ceremony. 
Other alumni in attendance were Samuel 
Wiley, ’09; kathryn Wiley, ’09; eric 
anderson, ’11; rachel kretchman, ’11; 
tricia Schoon, ’09; Julia Hofman, ’09; 
ellen eldridge, ’09; kevin king, ’09; 
erle and bethany pettus, ’08; Sarah 
Wright, ’11; katelyn rasmussen, ’09; 
tiara Zarcone, ’08; lydia melancon, 
’09; geralyn rea, ’09, and Joy Schultz, 
’09. Keaton and Rebekah have moved to 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. He is finishing his 
second of five years in graduate school to 
become a Missouri Synod Lutheran pastor. 
Rebekah received her teaching certificate 
alumni news
ConTinuED on PAGE 31
e-mail us your news
magazine@hillsdale.edu
or send it in the enclosed 
business reply envelope.
Please keeP in mind that 
Alumni News is published only 
twice a year, so there may be a 
significant lag time between the 
date of your submission and 
when it is published.
May 10, 2013
deadline for  
next magazine
29
amy lutZ bartol, ’94, Co, has not been 
idle in the years since she graduated from Hillsdale College. 
She has worked as a preschool teacher, a youth counselor 
for underprivileged teens, an adult employment counselor, 
an office design project coordinator, and a full-time mom. 
In addition, Bartol has also added the title of “writer” to her 
repertoire, authoring three paranormal fantasy novels: The 
Premonition Series.
 Bartol remembers her Hillsdale experience with gratitude. 
“I benefitted from a Hillsdale education because, despite my 
best efforts at times, I received one,” she laughs. Her classes 
at Hillsdale affirmed and encouraged her love of reading. “I 
was required to attend classes where I read works I would 
have wholly disregarded with my library card,” she says. 
“And that right there, reading, is how one learns to become 
a writer.” During her time at Hillsdale, Bartol worked with 
children at the Mary Randall Preschool, joined the Rho 
Gamma chapter of Chi Omega sorority, and made what she 
calls a “wholly forgettable appearance” on the women’s swim 
team her freshman year. 
 Bartol’s years at Hillsdale have influenced her writing 
in more ways than one. She wrote several of her former 
classmates into The Premonition Series as characters, and 
the series’ setting is based on the College itself. Bartol’s 
protagonist is evie Claremont, a freshman at elite Crestwood 
College, where she struggles with the discovery of 
supernatural beings, her place in an unfamiliar world, and a 
potentially dangerous romance.
 “There are several themes 
at play in this story,” Bartol 
explains. “Paramount among 
them is identity crisis. evie 
doesn’t know that she’s 
different from the rest of her 
freshman class—that she is 
not entirely human. When 
she begins evolving angelic 
traits, it leads her to discover 
that she is a half-breed: 
human and angel.  evie has 
to come to terms with her 
nature and the loss of some of her humanity. There is also the 
theme of everlasting love, as a love triangle exists between the 
three main characters: evie, Reed, and Russell. evie is left to 
choose between her angel, Reed, and her soul mate, Russell.”
 Bartol has not always been a writer, but she has always 
appreciated a good story. She credits as her influences popular 
fantasy series such as Harry Potter, The Lord of the Rings, and 
Twilight. “I knew that I wanted to write a story that took place 
in the ‘real world’ but one that had supernatural elements 
to it,” she says. “Stories with supernatural characters have 
captivated my imagination ever since I was a child. I wrote the 
story that I wanted to read.” Bartol also mentions the works of 
Hans Christian Andersen, Lewis Carroll, Ray Bradbury, and 
C.S. Lewis as some of her favorites.
 When asked why she became a writer, Bartol responds, “I 
had to write a book—I had to tell a story. I wanted to see if I 
was capable of writing a story and then liking what I wrote.” 
She started out small: “When I wrote Inescapable [the first 
book in the series], it was with the thought that I wouldn’t 
show it to anyone—that it was just for me to see if I could do 
it.” And Bartol discovered that she could.
 She has since published three books in The Premonition 
Series: Inescapable, Intuition, and Indebted. Her fourth, 
Incendiary, was released in November, and she is already 
working on the fifth novel, Iniquity. Bartol also has plans for a 
new sci-fi, dystopian romance trilogy entitled Kricket.
 Bartol received two awards for her novels this year at the 
UtopYA Convention 2012, held at Vanderbilt University.  
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in June 2011 and now teaches homeschool 
Spanish and art classes in the area. e-mail: 
shadow87dancer@gmail.com
tara reiner, ’09, 
kkg, and Caleb 
Becker were married 
in a private ceremony 
on November 20, 
2010, and celebrated 
their marriage with family and friends on 
May 26, 2012, at the Air Force Academy 
Cadet Chapel in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
The wedding party included kate reiner 
miloch, ’08, kkg; amber peters davis, 
’09, kkg; and katie becker, ’08. Other 
Hillsdale alumni in attendance included 
rebecca Holland fleming, ’09, kkg, 
ben davis, ’09, andrew davis, ’09, 
nicole napierala davis, ’09, mark 
yassay, ’09; Winnie gardener, ’10, 
pbp, ann reiner Harms, ’02, and greg 
Harms, ’00. Caleb is an Air Force Academy 
graduate and an Air Force pilot. The couple 
spent their first year of marriage in Mississippi 
for pilot training and are currently stationed 
near Sacramento, California. e-mail: 
tarabecker628@gmail.com
brian painter, ’10, 
married Christina 
Karam on March 
3, 2012, at St. 
Anthony of Padua in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
wedding party included renee painter, 
’14, kkg, andrew parker, ’11, SC, 
genevieve Schuler, ’13, pbp, and david 
yount, ’09, SC. Alumni in attendance 
included kevin bishop, ’12, SC, James 
markman, ’12, SC, and James nesbitt, 
’10, SC. The couple resides in Cincinnati, 
where Brian works as a marketing analyst 
at the Nielsen Company and Christina is a 
sales representative for Big Chief, Inc. 
Jared krout, ’10, 
and Circe Cansino, 
’11, were married on 
June 22, 2012, in the 
groom’s hometown 
of Arlington, Ohio. 
The bridal party consisted of the bride’s 
sister Ariel Cansino, friend Ashley Bond, and 
Charger track and field teammates Chelsea 
Wackernagel bender, ’12, and Jasmine 
mays, ’11. The groomsmen consisted of the 
groom’s friend Seth Oberst, brother-in-law 
Dan Beach, and Charger track and field 
teammates logan Shoup, ’12, and bob 
lochner, ’11,. In attendance were Charger 
teammates adrienne bigelowe, ’11, 
gwendolyn buchhop, ’11, Catherine 
rook, ’11, and Sarah Steiner, ’11, as well 
as coaches and their spouses Jeff and Kristy 
Forino and Andrew and Mary Towne. The 
couple now resides in Columbus, Ohio. 
e-mail: cskrout4@gmail.com
mary petrides, 
’11, married Luke 
Tillotson on July 
7, 2012, at St. John 
Vianney Catholic 
Church in Flint. 
She had been working as a reporter for 
The St. Ignace News during the year after 
graduation. they now live in Virginia, where 
Luke has one more year of college. Luke 
and Mary met at Hillsdale—he attended for 
only one semester, the fall of Mary’s junior 
year. He transferred after that semester, but 
they stayed in touch and fell in love. e-mail: 
luke.mary.tillotson@gmail.com
Josiah Hersey, ’12, married ellie Drechsel 
in Worley, Idaho, on August 4, 2012. 
In attendance were James banovetz, 
’12, dtd, michael blank, ’12; katy 
batchelder, ’13, kkg, Ian andrews, 
’14, and bryan and olivia leonard, 
’10, ’11. The Herseys are living on Hayden 
Lake in Hayden, Idaho, while Josiah works 
as an administrator at Pinkerton Retirement 
Specialists in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. e-mail: 
josiahhersey@gmail.com 
dave Jordan, 
’09, and Sarah 
vandenhemel, ’12, 
Co, were married 
on September 8, 
2012, at the Hillsdale 
Free Methodist Church. The wedding 
party included maid of honor rachel 
bradford, ’11, Co, Hannah thompson, 
’14, Co, emily Zick, ’12, best man mark 
Hensch, ’10; Zach Souder, ’10, greg 
Sparks, ’10, and andrew kehren, ’08. 
Many more Hillsdale alumni and friends 
came to celebrate with the couple. They 
enjoyed their honeymoon on Mackinac 
Island and Michigan’s west coast. Dave is 
a data analyst for Allstate Insurance, and 
alumni news
ConTinuED on PAGE 33
Alumni — Hold ThatDate!
Alumni Weekend in Chicago .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  February 15-16, 2013
Class of 1963 50-Year Reunion .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . May 10-11, 2013
For more information: alumni@hillsdale.edu | (517) 607-2461
BaRtol ConTinuED FRoM PAGE 30
Inescapable won the award for “Best Debut Novel” and 
Intuition and Indebted won “Best Villain.”
 The author publishes her books herself, through her own 
company, Ugly Stepsister Productions. “I’m an independent 
author, which means I don’t have a literary agent or a 
publishing house backing my work,” she asserts. “This makes 
me a maverick of sorts in the realm of publishing, but I figure 
it was good enough for Benjamin Franklin, right?” Her books 
are available online at Amazon (where Bartol has been ranked 
in the top 25 of Amazon’s 100 Most Popular Authors in the 
fantasy and futuristic genre list), Barnes & Noble, Apple 
iBooks, Sony, and Kobo.
 In addition to writing, Bartol enjoys being a mother to her 
two sons, Max, age 12, and Jack, age 8. She and her husband, 
thomas, both graduated from Hillsdale in 1994 and were 
married the same year. the Bartols live in Northville, 
Michigan.  ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
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on a flIgHt baCk to Michigan from europe 
during her senior year at Hillsdale, Sarah Hempel Irani, ’00, 
remembers a vision she had of a sculpture that she “had to 
make.” She shared the idea with Associate Professor of Art 
Anthony Frudakis, and then set to work on bringing it to 
life. Upon viewing the completed sculpture, Professor of Art 
Sam Knecht commented that it looked like the Annunciation. 
From that vision, Hempel Irani has gone on to carve out a 
career in sacred sculpture, creating an impressive body of 
work in only 12 years since her Hillsdale graduation. 
 Although artistically inclined as a child, Hempel Irani did 
not sculpt until taking a sculpture class the first semester of her 
freshman year. “It was very hard,” she recalls, “and yet I could 
not stop thinking about sculpting.” She immersed herself in 
studying and creating sculptures, while complementing her 
art classes with her studies in Latin and classical literature. In 
addition to the outstanding mentoring she received from the art 
faculty, she found a fast community of friends within the Art 
Department, who encouraged and helped each other in their 
artistic endeavors and continue to do so today.
 As her senior year dawned, Hempel Irani took the advice 
of a friend who suggested she find a sculptor whose work 
she admired and try to get an apprenticeship with him or 
her. After pouring over websites and books of sculptures, 
she was drawn to the work of Jay Hall Carpenter, former 
sculptor-in-residence at the Washington National Cathedral. 
Hempel Irani contacted him persistently until he finally 
agreed to interview her. A week after graduation, she moved to 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, to begin her yearlong apprenticeship.
 Hempel Irani soon got her big break. She learned of a 
contest to create the 14 
Stations of the Cross for 
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic 
Church in Potomac, 
Maryland. She teamed up 
with another sculptor to 
enter the contest, and their 
designs were selected as the 
winners. Casts of two of 
the Stations were donated 
to Hillsdale College and 
another two later traversed 
the country with “Redeeming Beauty: Religious Works of 
Contemporary Artists,” a traveling exhibition sponsored by 
the Foundation for Sacred Arts, which opened at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., 
in August of 2007. 
 Meanwhile, Hempel Irani submitted slides of her work for 
the National Sculpture Competition at the Lyme Academy of 
Fine Arts in Connecticut. Ten artists are selected to compete 
in the Competition’s Figure Modeling Contest. Of the ten 
selected in 2002, four were Hillsdale graduates, including 
Hempel Irani. She earned the edward Fenno Hoffman Prize, 
which recognizes “a young sculptor who strives to uplift the 
human spirit through the medium of his or her art.”  
 Hempel Irani worked out of her own Hempel Studios in 
downtown Frederick, Maryland. Our Lady of Mercy hired her 
again to create two larger-than-life-size statues of the Virgin 
Mary and St. Joseph in marble imported from Italy. In her 
studio, she articulated each of the sculptures full-scale in clay. 
Then she sent the plaster casts to a crew of stone carvers, who 
copied the works in Carrara marble using ancient, traditional 
methods. the Virgin Mary was carved in Virginia by former 
carver at the Washington National Cathedral, Malcolm 
Harlow. St. Joseph was carved in Pietrasanta, Italy, at Studio 
Antognazzi. each of the sculptures weighed over two tons. A 
dedication mass was held in November 2007. the sculpture 
of the Virgin Annunciate was featured in Dappled Things, 
a literary magazine “dedicated to providing a space for 
emerging writers to engage the literary world from a Catholic 
perspective.” For her work, Hempel Irani was awarded a 
alumni sPotlight
Carving Beauty  
Out of Clay
Sarah Hempel irani, ’00, 
Creates saCred 
sCulPtures
ConTinuED on PAGE 35
Sarah Hempel irani, ’00 
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Sarah is an accountant for CNA Insurance. 
Their address is 725 W. Sheridan Road, 
Apt. 207, Chicago, IL 60613. e-mail: 
sarah.jordan9812@gmail.com
Births
1990s
kelly bodnarchuk 
Smith, ’92, and her 
husband Patrick welcomed 
their first child, Blake 
Cooper, on February 16, 
2012. Blake weighed 7 
pounds, 5 ounces and was 21 inches long. 
Kelly is in her 19th season working for the 
Chicago Blackhawks as the manager of Client 
Services, and Patrick is a reliability engineer 
for Continental Automotive Systems. 
Grandparents for the first time, barbara 
Cooper bodnarchuk, ’65, kkg, and 
bill bodnarchuk, ’64, dSp, are happy as 
well! the family resides in Palatine, Ilinois. 
e-mail: klb12klb@yahoo.com 
bryan and Jaminda 
britt Springer, ’94, 
tke; ’95, axd, announce 
the birth of their fourth 
child, Benjamin Andrew. 
Ben was born at home on 
November 20, 2011. He was named for his 
mother and great-grandfather. Ben is full of 
smiles for his sisters ella, age 9, and Berdi, 
age 3, and brother Bryan, age 6. The family 
resides in Hillsdale, and Bryan teaches in the 
Hillsdale College Art Department. They can 
be contacted at 89 S. Howell Street, Hillsdale, 
MI 49242. e-mail: mrsspringer@comcast.net
rachel d. 
miller, ’98, 
and her husband 
Ty welcomed 
their first 
child together, 
Jeyda Feride, on April 15, 2012. Jeyda was 
welcomed by her older brother, Teo, who is 
10. Rachel has been working as a criminal 
defense attorney since 2003 and has been 
with the el Dorado County Public Defenders 
Office since 2005. Her husband Ty is a chef, 
and they are currently in the process of 
starting their own food truck business as 
well. The family resides in Citrus Heights, 
California. e-mail: rdmiller.esq@gmail.com
kristal rost 
richardson, ’98, 
and her husband Tom 
announce the birth of 
Leah Nicole on April 19, 
2012. She weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces and 
was 19.5 inches long. the Richardsons reside 
in Miami, Florida, where they own Top 
Secret Nutrition supplement company. their 
address is 6411 SW 98th Street, Miami, FL 
33156. e-mail: kristal@kristalrichardson.com
ariana macksey 
anderson, ’99, and 
her husband Mikael 
welcomed their second 
child on October 9, 
2011. Briana elizabeth 
is adored by big brother ethan, age 4. the 
family lives in northern Virginia for Mike’s 
Coast Guard job, and Ariana continues to 
work part-time as a veterinarian. e-mail: 
arianavet@hotmail.com
Holly taylor 
Carpenter, ’99, pbp, 
and her husband Keith 
announce the arrival of 
their son, Hudson Keith. 
Born on August 7, 2011, 
at 7 pounds 5 ounces and 18 inches long, he 
was happily welcomed home by Camden, 
age 6, Taylor Ann, age 4, and Darren, age 2. 
the family resides in Nashville, Michigan. 
e-mail: holly.carpenter@yahoo.com 
2000s
Jeremy 
rockett, 
’00, and his 
wife Mandy 
welcomed their 
first child, Caleb, 
on August 15, 2011. The Rocketts live in 
northern Virginia and would love to connect 
with any alumni in the D.C. area. In addition 
to Jeremy’s job in software sales, they are 
building a home-based business so Mandy 
can be a stay-at-home mom. their address is 
42255 Black Rock terrace, Aldie, VA 20105. 
e-mail: jrockett@completeimpact.com
matt Wagner, ’01, 
dSp, and his wife Kristin 
announce the birth of their 
first child, Ryan Francis, 
on August 15, 2012. Matt 
works in Consumer Credit 
Operations at Ally Financial, and Kristin 
is a part-time electronic components buyer 
for Amphenol Sine Systems. The family 
resides in Macomb, Michigan. e-mail: 
twags0702@gmail.com
ben devries, ’02, and his wife Katie 
welcomed their first child, Nelson Benjamin, 
on May 25, 2012.
terah malette allis, 
’04, and her husband Ben 
joyfully announce the 
birth of their first child, 
John Samuel. He was born 
on December 19, 2011, 
weighing 7 pounds, 11 ounces, and was 19.5 
inches long. The family resides in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where terah is completing her 
final year of residency in otolaryngology.  
e-mail: terah.malette@gmail.com
Cheryl Heffernan, 
’05, and her husband Matt 
welcomed a son, Brady 
William, on May 8, 2012.
elliot Wild, ’05, 
and his wife Bonnie 
welcomed their 
twin boys on March 
19, 2012. Grant 
evan and Gabriel 
Scott were born two months early and had 
to spend a month in the hospital. They 
are doing great now and are happy, active 
boys. elliot is continuing his work at the 
Department of Treasury where he combats 
professional money launderers, and Bonnie 
is enjoying staying home with the boys. The 
Wild family resides in Reston, Virginia. 
e-mail: wildelliot@gmail.com
Julia burgess 
Hillsinger, ’07, and her 
husband Brian, along with 
their son, Paul, welcomed 
Walker Sheffield on 
June 8, 2012. e-mail: 
julia.burgess@gmail.com
Jonathan and naomi 
almen dunn, ’08, ’08, 
are pleased to announce 
the birth of their first 
child, Penelope Louise, on 
May 29, 2012. She weighed 
8 pounds, 4 ounces, and measured 21 inches 
long. Jon and Naomi currently reside in 
Lafayette, Indiana, where Jon is pursuing a 
Ph.D. in linguistics at Purdue University and 
Naomi is a secretary.
dan and kate reiner 
miloch, ’09, ’08, 
announce the birth of 
their first child, Ronald 
Michael, on May 14, 2011. 
Ronald’s godparents are 
greg and ann reiner Harms, ’00, ’02.
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1950s
Jane Hill mossey, 
’52, of elkhart, Indiana, 
passed away on July 9, 
2012, in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. She was born 
on February 11, 1930, in 
Vicksburg, Michigan. In 1953 she married 
donald mossey, ’51, who passed away 
on May 22, 2010, and who served on the 
Hillsdale College Board of Trustees for 44 
years. Surviving are her children, merril 
mossey mcCarthy, ’79, mark mossey, 
’81, and melanie mossey Warren, 
’84; their spouses dennis mcCarthy, 
’76; Kathy Mossey, and Charlie Warren; 
grandchildren patrick mcCarthy, 
’05 (margaret Jago mcCarthy, 
’08), Chelsea mcCarthy, ’06, Sean 
McCarthy, Christopher Schweizer, eric 
Mossey, and Alex Mossey. The Michael Alex 
Mossey Library was made possible by the 
generosity of Dr. and Mrs. Mossey and was 
built in memory of their son, Michael, who 
died as a young boy. Jane was a member of 
Winding Waters Brethren Church and a 
former member of the elkhart Art League, 
Marathon Art League, elcona Country 
Club, and Midwest Museum of American 
Art. Along with her husband, Jane was a 
steadfast supporter of Hillsdale College 
and served for many years with the Women 
Commissioners. She was a devoted wife and 
loving mother whose greatest joy was to 
spend time with her family. 
richard C. kerr, ’53, died on June 9, 
2012, in Leland, Michigan, at the age of 80. 
He was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
on September 25, 1931, before his family 
moved during the Depression to live with 
his paternal grandmother in Schenectady, 
New York. the family moved in 1941 to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, where he graduated from 
Ann Arbor High School in 1949, after playing 
varsity football and tennis for three seasons. 
 At Hillsdale, Dick was a four-year varsity 
football player who also played on the tennis 
team. He was a member of Delta Sigma 
Phi fraternity, president of Omicron Delta 
Kappa men’s leadership fraternity, editor 
of the Collegian newspaper, and student 
manager of the campus dining room. An 
Ypsilanti resident after his marriage on June 
26, 1954, until moving to Leelanau County 
in 1975, he was a director of the Ypsilanti 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, a vice 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, a 
director and board chairman of the Family 
Service of Ypsilanti agency, and the long-
time chairman of the city fire department’s 
Civil Service Commission. He was also the 
founding director of the Ypsilanti Junior 
Football League and the manager of a Little 
League baseball team.
 Dick spent over 45 years in the newspaper 
industry. He was a reporter/photographer for 
the Hillsdale Daily News and Ann Arbor News 
before becoming news editor and then editor 
of The Ypsilanti Press. After three years as 
director of the Information Services Office at 
eastern Michigan University, he became editor 
and publisher of The Leelanau Enterprise 
in 1975, until he retired in 1997. In 2009, he 
published a book recounting his years in the 
newspaper industry, Of Cabbages and Kings.
 In Leelanau County, Dick served as 
secretary-treasurer of the Prospectors Club 
for 11 years and eight years as an elected 
Leland Township constable until the position 
was eliminated. He also chaired a Leland 
township Personnel Committee, and was the 
volunteer public information officer for the 
Leelanau County emergency Management 
Office from 1989-2010.
 He is survived by his three children, 
R. Clint Kerr Jr., and Karen K. Inman of 
Traverse City, Michigan, and Kathleen 
K. easter of empire, Michigan; and seven 
grandchildren, R. Clint Kerr III, erin N. (Josh) 
Crowther, Adam and Amy Inman, Kaitlin 
(Adam) Rhoades, erika easter, and Kelly Kerr.
donald Scott 
Schaefer, ’56, passed 
away on May 28, 2012, 
following a valiant 
battle with Parkinson’s 
disease. He was born on 
September 16, 1930. A graduate of Hillsdale 
High School and Hillsdale College, Don 
left college during his junior year in 1951 to 
enter the U.S. Air Force. the Air Force sent 
him to Medical Field Service School at Fort 
Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, where 
he discovered his passion for medicine. 
Following an honorable discharge in 1955, 
he returned to Hillsdale College where he 
completed his premedical education. On 
June 9, 1956, one week after graduating 
from Hillsdale, he married Jacqueline 
bernice Cameron, ’56. Don earned his 
medical degree at the University of Michigan 
in 1960. In 1962, he entered private practice 
as a general practitioner with his friend and 
classmate at the University of Michigan, 
Robert Janke, M.D. In 1964, Don left general 
practice and began residency training at 
Wayne State University in obstetrics and 
gynecology. He returned to Kalamazoo in 
1967 to join C. Rex Moe, M.D. and edward 
R. Carter, M.D., in the practice of OB/
GYN. In 1986, he left private practice and 
began working for Bronson Hospital in 
the Perinatal Department doing high risk 
obstetrics. He retired in 1995.
 Don was a member of the Kalamazoo 
Academy of Medicine, the Michigan State 
Medical Society, the American Medical 
Association, and the American College of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. He was also an 
assistant clinical professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology at the Michigan State University 
College of Human Medicine, and he served 
as chief of obstetrics and gynecology at 
Bronson Hospital from 1974 to 1976. 
 In 2004, Don was honored by Hillsdale 
College as a recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award. He and his wife were also 
members of the Hillsdale College President’s 
Club. He was a member of the University 
of Michigan Alumni Association and the 
Wayne State Medical Alumni Association. 
 Don was a compassionate and caring 
husband and father who gave of himself 
unconditionally to his family, while also 
devoting himself professionally to his patients 
throughout his long career. Following 
retirement, Don and Jackie especially enjoyed 
spending time with their grandchildren, 
other family members, and many friends. 
Don was an avid golfer, tennis player, and 
skier, and a loyal University of Michigan fan 
and Detroit sports fan. He loved watching 
his grandchildren participate in a variety of 
sports and encouraged them always to do 
their best while having fun. 
 Don was preceded in death by his parents, 
Brady and Virginia Schaefer and his sister, 
Virginia Bildner. He is survived by his beloved 
family: his wife of 56 years, Jacqueline; sons 
Dr. Robert Schaefer of Kalamazoo, William 
(Jan) Schaefer of Madison, Wisconsin, 
and Jon Schaefer of Portage, Michigan; and 
daughter amy (John, ’91) Waldvogel, ’91, 
of Hillsdale. Don will be sadly missed by 13 
adoring grandchildren and numerous nieces, 
nephews, friends and colleagues.
terry H. mcleod, ’59, passed away on 
March 24, 2012. 
1960s
rita notestine good, ’69, pbp, died 
unexpectedly on June 1, 2012, in South 
Bend, Indiana. Her husband Joseph 
Good’s address is 1805 Woodmont Drive, 
South Bend, IN 46614. Joseph’s e-mail: 
josephbgood@comcast.net
1970s
robert “bob” black, ’73, passed away 
on April 9, 2012, after battling brain cancer. 
He was 61 and set to retire in June. Bob 
received a master’s degree from Western 
Michigan University. He was principal 
34
and then superintendent of North Adams-
Jerome Schools, superintendent of Dundee 
Community Schools, and superintendent 
of South Haven Public Schools. He also 
taught in Albion, Michigan, early in his 
career. Bob played football and baseball for 
Hillsdale College and was a lifelong sports 
fan. He especially enjoyed playing golf with 
his sons. Bob is survived by his wife, Cathy 
Sofyanos black, ’73, and three children: 
Andy, Dan, and Libby. Cathy’s address is 82 
O’Sullivan Drive, South Haven, MI 49090. 
Cathy’s e-mail: cblack_abcde@hotmail.com 
1990s
Susan david Hanely, ’94, passed away 
on September 28, 2012, after a five-and-a-
half-year battle with colon cancer. A lifelong 
resident of Genoa, Ohio, she was born on 
August 28, 1972, to tom and Dolores David. 
She graduated from Genoa High School in 
1990. At Hillsdale, Susan was a four-year 
letter winner in track and field and cross-
country. Additionally, she served as treasurer 
of the Women’s Council, belonged to 
Omicron Delta Kappa leadership honorary, 
and was voted President’s Ball Queen in 
1994. She majored in elementary education 
with minors in english and history, 
graduating summa cum laude. She taught 
third grade for 17 years in Oak Harbor, Ohio. 
During that time, she earned her master of 
education degree from Bowling Green State 
University. On June 26, 1999, Susan married 
Chad Hanely, and on March 17, 2003, they 
welcomed a son, Brad. Susan is survived by 
Chad, Brad, her parents, and many loving 
relatives and friends. 
alumni news
do you ever WISH you had 
saved your old Collegians? Do you remember 
being featured in an article in the Collegian or 
the Alumnus, but can’t remember which issue? 
Thanks to Mossey Library’s online archive 
collections, you can find those answers and 
much more. Issues of the Hillsdale Alumnus (the precursor to 
Hillsdale Magazine) from 1924-1962 and issues of the 
Collegian from 1893-2010 are available 
for viewing through the library’s website 
(hillsdale.edu/library/archives/index.
html). You can browse the archives 
by issue, or do a keyword search to 
find a specific article. Several other 
items, including local newspapers and 
historical documents, are also available 
i n the online archive. Let your college memories come 
to life again as you peruse the pages of the past!
extra! extra! 
Read All About it!
hillsdale.edu/library/archives/index.html
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Maryland Arts Council Individual Artist Award in 2009. 
 In January 2008, Hempel Irani and her husband, erik, 
moved to Grove City, Pennsylvania, for erik’s job. Six months 
later, their daughter Asha arrived from India. Taking some 
time off from sculpting to care for Asha, Hempel Irani 
completed a master of arts degree in 2011 from Hood College 
Graduate School. “I love art history and had always wanted 
to take more classes in it,” she says. With a concentration 
in medieval and renaissance studies, focusing on european 
religious imagery, she studied the relation between the artist, 
the patron, and the community.  “That is what I do,” she says. 
“I am the artist, I work for the patron, and my work becomes 
part of the community.”
 In 2010, Hempel Irani won third prize at the Third Annual 
Catholic Arts exhibition at St. Vincent’s College in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, for her half-life-size sculpture A Voice in Ramah. 
In fall of 2011, she re-opened Hempel Studios in Grove City. 
St. elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Carnegie, Pennsylvania, 
recently commissioned her to create four niche sculptures for its 
sanctuary: St. Ignatius of Loyola, the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, 
St. Luke, and St. Vincent de Paul. She also strives to develop a 
vibrant arts community in Grove City through her role as chair 
of the board of directors for 
the Grove City Arts Council.
 Hempel Irani credits her 
success to the foundation 
laid at Hillsdale, in the 
Sage Center studios and 
also in her classical studies 
courses. “I have always been 
impressed that Hillsdale’s 
Art Department focuses on 
traditional art and teaching 
basic skills, which a lot of 
schools do not do,” she says. “It’s incredible that a school as 
small as Hillsdale has produced so many successful art majors 
who are working in the field.”
 As for that vision of a sculpture Hempel Irani had over 12 
years ago, she realizes it was a gift from God that continues to 
inspire her. “I enjoy working with churches to create sacred art,” 
she says. “A church sculpture really becomes a part of the church; 
it becomes very meaningful to the congregation. If I can direct 
people to God and help them grow in their faith through my 
work, then I am very honored.”  ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Sarah Hempel irani’s sculpture 
of St. Vincent de Paul
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teaching by example
Virginia Phillips Educates
iraQi students
teaCHerS Say that the first year on the job is the most difficult. For 
Virginia Phillips, ’11, that meant running a classroom and organizing lesson plans 
in a private classical school in Iraq. Phillips, a history and religion double major, 
traveled to the Northern Kurdish Autonomous Region in Iraq and taught at the 
Classical School of the Medes in erbil, the capital city. During her junior year, 
Phillips saw an ad in the Collegian for Servant Group International, a non-profit 
Christian outreach organization that works in partnership with local churches and 
government leaders to found private, english-based, Christian schools.  Phillips 
says she always wanted to go to Iraq, and this was a strategic opportunity.
Virginia Phillips, 
’11
•	 Lives in Washington, D.C.
•	 Religion and history major
•	 Taught humanities and 
literature at the Classical 
School of the Medes in 
Erbil, Iraq, through Servant 
Group International
•	 Next spring, will attend 
the John Jay Institute, 
an intercollegiate 
organization dedicated 
to preparing leaders for 
public service
A L U M N I 
sPotlight
Virginia Phillips with two of her iraqi students.
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 Phillips arrived in late summer 2011, and moved into a 
townhouse in a relatively safe part of the city. Housed with two 
other American teachers with Servant Group International, 
she adjusted to the living circumstances: frequent power 
outages, no water when the reservoir ran dry in the summer, 
and kerosene heaters during the harsh winters.  Her daily 
route to school took her past many cinder-block houses and 
living conditions more primitive than her own.
 The Classical School of the Medes, named after the Ancient 
Median people from whom the Kurds derive their ancestry, 
is owned and run by an Iraqi pastor. While government 
relations are volatile, many national political leaders want 
their children to receive a quality education and exposure 
to english. therefore, the classes are conducted in english, 
and the rigorous curriculum comes from a classical school in 
Franklin, Tennessee.
 Phillips took on a substantial teaching role, teaching 6th 
grade humanities and 7th grade humanities and literature, 
which entailed five separate classes and 120 students per day. 
In the literature courses, students read Western works, such 
as The Hobbit in 6th grade and Watership Down in 7th. The 
students also thoroughly enjoyed their world religions class. 
“They loved learning about religions different from their 
own, whether Muslim or Christian,” Phillips comments. 
“Hillsdale’s education gave me an amazing foundation to meet 
the challenges, not only of constructing lesson plans, but also 
of giving mini-lectures and helping students synthesize what 
they are learning.”
 The position was a learning experience for her as well. 
Phillips had opportunities to see the students’ perspectives on 
Americans, communism, and the issues the next generation 
of Iraqis face. She led poignant discussions on Communist 
Russia, socialism, the control of information, and history from 
the time of the Reformation to the current political crises 
in Iran and egypt. One time, from the window, a student 
observed an Iraqi man beating his wife, while the mother-in-
law urged him on. the students turned to Phillips and said, 
“Miss, we do not want our country to be like this. Will this 
ever change?”  Although saddened, Phillips says that it gave 
her hope because the next generation identified these practices 
as problems and wanted to stop them.
 Although Phillips was ready to return home after a full year, 
the good-bye was difficult. “On my last day, we exchanged 
many hugs; I knew that the students had truly enjoyed 
having me here,” Phillips relates. She saw much progress, 
from students who came in struggling to speak a few words 
in english but gained fluency, and others whose eyes were 
opened to different religions, regimes, and literature.  Phillips 
realized that only her fellow American teachers and she could 
offer these lessons.
 Upon returning home, Phillips has solidified her conviction 
that this opportunity is the best form of American influence 
in Iraq. “With all due respect to our armed forces, the best 
way we are going to give the country of Iraq a different 
perspective on Americans is through living with them and 
building relationships,” Phillips states. Currently residing 
in Washington, D.C., Phillips has been accepted to the John 
Jay Institute, an intercollegiate organization dedicated to 
preparing leaders for public service. She is confident that she 
will be able to apply her experiences in Iraq to whatever she 
does in the future. “It gave me an amazing opportunity to 
teach! What a first year!” she exclaims.
 In large part, Phillips owes her success to her educational 
experience at Hillsdale.  “I would never have been prepared 
for this job, if I had not gone to Hillsdale. More importantly, 
Hillsdale provided me with an amazing support system. 
Friends would contact me and ask me what I needed.” 
Hillsdale equipped her with the necessary tools to become 
an effective teacher in a strenuous environment, and 
supplied a strong support group that enabled her to extend 
the ties of friendship and to serve her Iraqi students. 
■ elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
The Classical School of Medes in Erbil, 
where Virginia Phillips taught for one year.
“ . . . the best way we are going to give 
the country of iraq a different perspective 
on Americans is through living with them 
and building relationships.”
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h i l l
HIllSdale’S Allan P. Kirby Jr., Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Citizenship continues to 
increase its visibility in the Washington, D.C., area, not 
only among legislators and policymakers, but also among 
those beyond the Beltway who simply have an interest in 
learning more about the Constitution. Some highlights 
from the fall semester follow:
• The Kirby Center hosted an open house for the 
Graduate School of Statesmanship on October 3, 
the night of the first presidential debate. Following 
a presentation on the graduate school, attendees 
stayed to watch and discuss the debate. Two of the 13 
students enrolled in the first graduate class learned 
about Hillsdale’s graduate program at the Kirby 
Center open house last year.
• Associate Professor of History Paul Moreno, who 
recently transferred to the Kirby Center to serve as 
Director of Academic Programs, traveled with President 
Larry Arnn to Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia 
in October to teach a series on the Constitution. 
• General Jack Keane spoke on “U.S. Global Security 
Challenges” at the October Kirby Center Lecture 
Series, and Michael Barone of the American 
enterprise Institute gave a post-election talk in 
November. Most Kirby Center Lecture Series talks are 
available for viewing online at thekirbycenter.org and 
are also available for purchase through the Hillsdale 
College Freedom Library Catalog (hillsdale.edu/news/
freedomlibrary.asp).
• Kirby Center staff sponsored a Republican Study Com-
mittee mini-retreat in November featuring a discussion 
with President Arnn and columnist George Will. 
Next year, the Kirby Center will feature some new programs:
• the Admissions Office will sponsor an intensive ten-
day summer course for high school students featuring 
trips to Gettysburg, Philadelphia, and Washington, 
D.C. Students will spend a few days at Hillsdale 
College hearing faculty lectures prior to departing 
for these historically rich cities. They will also hear 
lectures at the Kirby Center. The program has a 
similar structure to the Admissions Office’s annual 
high school study-abroad programs in europe, and 
participants can earn college credits. 
• On March 21-23, 2013, the Kirby Center will host a 
mini-Hillsdale Hostel on the Civil War.
• The “Living and Working In…” program, sponsored 
by Career Services and the Alumni Office, will 
return to Washington, D.C., in January. Through 
this program, current students meet and network 
with Hillsdale alumni who work in Washington, in 
addition to meeting with Kirby Center staff.
For information about upcoming events at the Kirby 
Center, as well as access to a wealth of resources from video 
archives to published scholarly articles and “Constitution 
101” and “Constitution 201,” go to thekirbycenter.org. 
If you are able to visit in person, please e-mail Craig 
Kreinbihl, the assistant director, at ckreinbihl@hillsdale.
edu, or call (202) 600-7300. ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Kirby Center  
to Offer  
New Programs
Center Completes
Busy fall sChedule
The Kirby Center in Washington, D.C.
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oBservations
Beyond Four Years
A Hillsdale Education Leads to
a lifetime of making a differenCe 
In our amerICan political system, we are accustomed to segmenting 
our lives in terms of four-year increments. Hillsdale College provided me with one 
of the most foundational four-year periods of my life. I expect that influence only 
to grow—I certainly witness its effects as I start my fourth year working for the 
College as a staff member of the Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for Constitutional Studies 
and Citizenship in Washington, D.C.
Craig Kreinbihl, ’09 
•	 Assistant Director of  
the Kirby Center for 
Constitutional Studies  
and Citizenship
•	 Joined Hillsdale staff  
in 2009
•	 ckreinbihl@hillsdale.edu 
 As a prospective student, I found 
that Hillsdale was a unique place. I was 
attracted to its friendly community, 
rich curriculum, and compelling 
vision. These initial impressions were 
confirmed while I was a student, and, 
following my graduation, invigorated me 
to partner with my alma mater, both by 
joining the Young Alumni President’s 
Club and by becoming a member of the 
College staff. Now, as one Hillsdale staff 
member working to bring the College’s 
old and noble mission to Washington, 
D.C., I am emboldened to advance daily 
the practice of such principles in the 
nation’s capital.
 Most politicians think in terms 
of very short increments of time. In 
Washington and beyond, Hillsdale alters 
that temporal mindset in critical ways. 
The College focuses on foundational 
arguments as it works to restore the 
Constitution to its proper place. It brings 
years of experience and a strong mission 
to educate students, elected officials, 
congressional staff, and citizens. This 
urgent work fills a void as only an 
institution that is dedicated to such 
permanent things can.
 I have had the unique privilege 
of watching this mission catch fire 
and spread. While at Hillsdale, 
undergraduate students learn to 
articulate foundational principles and 
their practice; on Capitol Hill, they 
are frequently acclaimed as the most 
prized interns in town. The quality and 
content of a Hillsdale intern’s education 
has impressed numerous “veterans” of 
Washington politics. The Kirby Center, 
too, has a direct influence on elected 
officials and congressional staff through 
its educational programs. We have 
observed on multiple occasions the faces 
of program attendees brighten when 
they are armed with arguments that 
give them the rationale and the courage 
to fight for limited, constitutional 
government. To welcome citizens to 
the Kirby Center and to see Americans 
from all walks of life learn about our 
educational programs and flock to our 
resources is a great encouragement.
 I have witnessed Hillsdale College 
engaged in a battle of ideas that 
transcends four-year spans of time. 
Indeed, it transcends our lifetimes. 
I believe it gives all of us who work 
at Hillsdale College and support its 
mission great pride and encouragement 
to continue doing the important and 
lasting work of strengthening our civic 
responsibilities and preserving our God-
given liberties. ■
39
Sprıng 2012/Summer 2013 • V87-N3
eLeCtRONIC SeRVICe ReQUeSteD
AWeekend in Chicago
February 15-16, 2013
HOWL AT THE MOON     |    THE UNION LEAGUE CLUB OF CHICAGO
Hillsdale College Alumni Association
Sponsored by
Friday A Night of Fun in the Loop
Meet at Howl at the Moon Dueling Piano Bar
26 WEST HUBBARD STREET
$10 / person cover—Cash Bar
Saturday Alumni Dinner Dance
Music and Dinner at  e Union League Club of Chicago
65 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
$100 / person—Includes hors d’oeuvres, dinner with wine
For more information   |   alumni .hillsdale .edu
